
by (lischar^wl British Soldii'is. and to^ji-tluT llu-y rarvi-d theii

hoim-s from the trt-t-s of thi- |)rinurval fori-st, and laid the found-

ations of thf prc-sint towns of Ontario as will of thf Kastirii

townships of the J'rovinci' of (JiK-lH-r.

Many of thesi- new si-itU-rs, luinK of different rare, tonnne,

and religion, never unfortiniately came into sympathetic contact

with the kindly and loyal " New subjects " of the Mritish crown

who had for so lonn peoi)le(! the hills and dales of Old Quebec,

and there be^an to jjrow up an unfortunate estranj^ement and

mistrust, be^otlen of old world rivalries of racial, and religious

prejudices, which certain hate breeders have striven to perpetuate

for political and factious puri >ses. A jtrowin^ knowledge of

the common history and an api)recialion of the common flestiny

of tlu' two main stocks of Canada will produce a National

I'nitv of wonderful permanence.
Sherbrooke's first settlers were also llmpire lovalists, but

the lesson of mutual tolerance has been well learnt in this

bilingual cit>'.

Its story ricalls how in 1796 ^ix brothers, I iiited l'jii])ire

Loy.itists, crossed from the liiitid States, and one of them
built tlu- first house within the present limits of the cil\.

Ill the first five years of the nineteenth century, the towii-

shii)s of ( ;rlord anil .Ascot were orijanized, and it is within

these two sites that the city of Sherbrooke rests toda\-.

IJut it was still known up to the year 1816, as the Hamlet
of (irand I'orks, and there were only scvi-n lof; houses within

the limits of the present city, when the name of Sherbrooke
was i;i\eii to it in honour of the (io\triior (ieniT :il of the period.

Sir John ("ope Sherbrooki', who \isited the disl.ict at the above
time.

The steps forward became tlu-iiceforward more rapid.

The judicial district of St. hraiicis was formed in 1822, and the

first Court House was built in the same year, with the Honor-
able Jiid^e Kli'Icher as the tirst judgi'. This protjress was
<()iitiiuii'(l and tinally Shi'rbrooke lucame an incorporated city

in 187.>. It is now the home of 2.^,0(10 inhabitants, with all the

appurtenances of a modern well e(|ui])ped and flourishinj^ cit\-.

Of retint vears it has I'lidorsed the plan of municipal ownership
of public utilities and the water, gas, electric and jiower depart-
ments have been operated successfulK' by the municipalitv-.

It has many industries, such as metal and steel works,
woolen and cotton mills etc., while it has electric power connected
with four ^reat transportation lines.

Sherbrooke boasts of a contented, industrious, [)rosperous and
bilingual population, two-thirds speaking I'rench and nm- third

I'.nglish, and its loyaltv' to the British flag is undoubted and
has been tested. In addition, the good feeling and the spirit

oi harmonious cooperation which exist between its diversi'

racial elements are the subject of universal admiration and
Sherbrooke may be considered as a bright example of the " Bonne
I'.ntente " and is an inspiration to the whole of the Dominion.

W. H. .\.
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