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its authority rii»ts, but that hi- i; himM-If a frrble reflex

of the law, impnivi-*! mcasionally by some prophetic

notions, but jealously watihed by the Rabbis ln*t he

shoutii lome into t(x> (loiw lontait with humanity.

This is very ditTerent from the impression which

the Jewish stuflent reteives from a «lirect study of the

sources. Quite the reverse I The student Is over-

whelme<I by the conviction that the manifestation of

Utxl in Israel's h.story was still as vivid to the mind of

the Rabbis and still as present as it was to the writer

of Deuteronomy or the author of F'salm 78. "All

souls," say the Rabbis, "even those which had still to

bi" created, were present at the Revelation on Mount
Sinai." ' The freshness with which the Biblical stories

are retold in the .X^adic literature, the vivid way in

which they are applied to the oppressed condition of

Israel, the future ho[)es which are based on them,

create the impression that to the Rabbis and their

followers the Revelation at Sinai and all that it implies

was to them not a mere reminiscence or tradition, but

that, through their intense faith, they re-witnessed

it in their own souls, so that it became to them
a personal experience. Indee<l, it is this witnessing,

or rather re-witnessing, to revelation by which Go<l is

God; without it he could not be God.' People who
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