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Wrought bvAmerican seflmen for the benefit ofAmerican

merchants ; they are the fishing ground of a neighbouring

people, who do not possess fishing grounds of tneir own,

Thesf fisheries are the nursery of the American seamen

of both the naval and commercial marine, and the

source of enormous profits to the Boston merchants.

Bylhesi-nple operatic., of a naturalization act, these

benefits to the Am ricans might be utterly destroyed;

the profits wf t^e American transferred to the British

morchimt; 150,000 ctiz.-ns of the New Eiglnnd Stales

becotu'- British i^ubjects ! Th s tiie muket, which is

•ffonlt'd by the fish ri s b-nefits the American to the

exchision of the Car-a liaci farmer a xi th' American

mamifictu vrti) I'le -xcUusifui oftieBriiisli manuf cturer.

Thus Canada is d-^privel of the on y in- rna\ u:arkota

she can obt^na; a Brti^h Colony <h<)S' produceil by

the pursuits of mir!ini»; and fishing aii>i threatened with

the lota! extincion o! the limb. i as well .-is the provision

trade. This l)ring3 us t> the c<»nr-ideratloii of questions of

vital importan e. It Canada \^ t'» lose her exports, she

must neci's-! nily be d'l'rived of impor's, for no country

can be an impo tr wliich has nothing to ex()ori. The
fir^^t, thon<>h far fro ai th>' most importaiit question raised

by th s sul)]ect ;?, how arc w»^ to pay the taxes] how i»

Ihe rt^venue to h' suppled, if tho pr-^se.t resources are to

be destntyeii ! The imswer is, by direct taxation. But
shnul i direct taxes he imposedthey will be resisted'jOn th©

I'ery attempt to t-ix the Sei^jniories, the habitans will rise

en masse ; there 'irepaitsof the country inhabited by a

British population, who will not be a whit lees refractory.

If ilie Clergy Reserves have created so much heartburn-

ing, it" locai t xes hav been so strenuously oppo8e<), whai

will be the effect of a land tax ? (for there are but two
direct taxes whi -h can be imposed upon Canada, a poll

tax and a property tax). How is it possible to levy such

taxes on the Eastern Townships, against the will of the

inhabitants? how is it possible to wring them from the

settlers of the Ottawa, or to obtain them from perhaps

any part of Upper Canada ? The answer to these

queries is plain ; the very attempt at imposing direct

taxes will throw the country into an intermittent fever of

continued insurrections, will make every loghouse a fort,

every peasant a rebel, every squatter on assassin, every


