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Even in our small Europe, Christianity was confined
in narrower boundaries. The two centuries of efforts
on the part of the Cmsades had produced scarcely any
result. If we sum up their doings, they can be looked
u])on in no other light than as failures. Indeed, they pro-
duced the veiy contrary of what was intended. Instead
of vanquishing the Crescent, and driving it back, these
Crusaders drew it out of its hiding-places, and brou^^ht
It further into Europe. The Mahometan Turks con-
quered the whole south-east of Europe, Greece, and the
countries of the Danube, as far as Vienna; and the
Islam-worshipping Tartars ruled Russia to the confines
of Poland and Germany. On the other side of the
Pyrenees, too, the Koran was to be found close to the
Bible.

Before Columbus, the condition of Christianitv, after
fifteen centuries of conflict, was pitiable. It was con-
fined within a narrow compass, hard pressed, and pro-
bably the number of its adherents were fewer than in the
days of the Emperors Constantino or Justinian.

It is only since the discovery of America and the ocean
paths, that the stability of the Christian religion has be-
come a certainty. Only since then have the words of
Christ, " Go ye into all the worid and preach the gospel
to eveiy creature," become a truth and full of meanino-
Smce that time Christianity is become a worid-wide
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