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The rental of the leased hmU when trnnsferred to the

University, wn» cstiniiili-il nt nbout £1,000 jht annum.

It appeiirs lii(,'hly improbable that even thiit sniiill ni-

come eoul.l JiHve bwn colleeted ! and tW\A is strongly sup-

ported by the fact of the present larp: aeeuninlution ot

arrears of rent. In many co-sea also there was an

enRBKement to renew, and of course until these renewals

expired, the annual revenue must have remained very

low. The greater part of the lands which were not

leased would most probably have continued unoccupied to

tho present day, for the applicants would eitlier have

withdrawn their elainis on iindiiif; that they could not

obtain the fee simple and seizure tliiMr nuprov.'ments, <.r,

if they «Mi1>tcil a lease, would merely have used it lor tlic

purpose of stripping the land of tii.iher ; Upper ( anada

ColleRO could not have been built or supported ;
tlui site

of the University could not have hem purchased or im-

proved, and the opening of the Institution must have

been postponed to a perio<l iiidelinitcly remote ;
a great

part of the property would be lyin;? unoccupied, and

most probably plundered of the timber ; a considerable

portion of the small income withdrawn fromthe s('rvice

of the Institution for the payment of tlie Land lax;

tho lease-holders dissatisiied that they were debarreil

Uic privilej,'e, which the settler most highly valu"S,ol

•ccuring his improvements by purchase for his tamily,

and the whole community discontented that the wiUl

lands of the Institution were stopping the progress ol

improvement, whilst the objects for which the tudow-

aent was granted were wholly neglected.

The Committee cannot dismiss this pnrt of the subject

without expressing their surprise that the Memorial-

ist should not have supported his opinion relative to

the applicability of the Statutes referred to, by citing

tho portions of those Statute.') o;i which his argument

was founded, and producing tho opinions of prolessional

men qualified to pronounce in such a matter. >or can

they forbear adding that the visitors are the. proper au-

thorities for deciding questions of this nature ;
anil that

according to the usnge or laws of every University with

which tliey are acquainted, such subjects never have

teen nor are referred to tho C!iaiici.Uor.

In this University such a course is peculiarly objec-

tionable, inasmucliasby the Cliartcr tlw! highest Ollicer is

A member of the Council, and thus participates in the res-

ponsibility for the acts of that body ; hence it has been

the practice of the Council to submit a copyot the iMiil-

iites of each nu eting for tho iiil'ormaliou of His Excel-

lency, when hi; haj net been picjjiit.

But tho Memorialist founds a collateral proof "of the

<• intention of the Government that no pe on of the

« Estate should bo alienated," on the fact th , the Uuiver-

gity was uutliorized " to aike from the proceeds of Umd.s

^' sold to the CiHiada Company X1,000 per annum, which

" latter .sui.i for sixteen years was intended for the eree-

" tion of I'.ie rc(iuisite buildings." The Memorialist .seems

to forget that if the grant of that annual puyment be

evidence of the intention of the Uovernim.'nt, that no

portion of the Estate sliould be alienated, the withholding

of it after little more than a fourth of the period for which

it was pronii.^ud is eciually conclusive of their opinion

that tho further sum riicpiired for Buildings should be

taken from the Uiiiver.sity funds; nor can it be believed

that it would have been expected by any one who had

the least acqiuiinfance with the state of the Endowment,

that the annual income derivable from the rents wouhl

have been suiKeient at oaee for the current expenses ot

the Institution, and for the erectioa of tho necessary

Buildings.
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The Committee are not nw.ire that the Council (1). |).)

hnvo ever xtopped the prmtice of selling the lands ol ,.
,

tho University through any doubt of their right to .,,, „

,

alienate 111.' Iv-talc- in that w;.y ; imr Is then' any recmd

<m the Minutes of the Council since it-, lust mei'tiog.

which would warrant such an opinion. They eertainlv

havo at dill'er.'nt times lor various reasons suspended

both selling and leasing, and the ipu'Mion of retaining a

e.>nsi.lcr,iblc portion of the Estate as a permanent En.low-

meiit has been morc^ than once brought forward. The

majority of the Council, however, never de.lareil their

eoneunence in this until April, 1814, when a recom-

mendation of the Land and Huilding Committees to the

ell'.Mt, "that 1(K>,000 acres should be reserved as the per-

"petual Endowment of tho University," was carried.

The Ciiminittee are of opinion that the words of

the Memorialist, "whenever the Council has considered

" the subjeet on its being I'ormally brought under their

" notice, thi' alienation of the Estate by sale has invariably

"been stopped," do not give a correct view of the action

of the Council or their motives on the occasions to which

reference is made.

In .July, 1839, tho Ke.solution passed by the Council

on the subject was in these words, " that until a new

" valuation of the lamls belonging to the University be

" made, no more applications to lease or purchase be

" entertained."

In December, 1839, the President "suggested the

" proiiriety of the Council taking into consideration,

" whether some limitation should not be placed to the

" alienation by sale of the University Lands,"—but thu

subject was deferred.

In January, 1840, the subject was again noticed, and

again deferred.

In February, 1840, « the Lord Bishop of Toronto mo-

" ved that 100,(K)0 acres of land be retained as the perma-

"nent Endowment of King's College, and 25,()0;) acres of

" land be retained as the permanent Endowment of Upper

" Canada College ; the said lands to be placed under

" lease of 21 years, and that at the expiration of each lease,

" the same be renewed with such rise of rent as may be

" dutermined by Arbitrators." After some discussion thin

motion was withdrawn, and the following motion wa»

substituted, and was assented to by the Council ;
" that

" beforeconcluding upon the proprietyof permanently re-

" tainiii" any considerable part of the estates belonging to

" the University and Upper Canada College, tho Council

"are deirous of obtaining correct information on tho

" value of the lands held, and of the returns stipulated

"for, and actually received under leases already grant-

"ed, which inlbrniation it is understood is in course o!

" be'iii" obtained ; in the meantime all further grants of

" leases or sales of land to be suspeiuled." The rea.son ot

the withdrawal of this motion, although not recorded on

the Minutes, was the decided objection expressed by the

Chancellor, who was then present, to keeping a lauded

Endowment.

The next occasion on which the Committee find that

the subjeet is notieeil on the Jliiiutes, was in January,

1841, when tlie consideration of api>lications to purchase

to the extent of 5,400 acres was deferied, "the Council

" propcsing at their next meeting to take into eonsidera-

"tion whether it may nut be advi.-able to adopt some new

" regulations on the subject of alienating the College

" property."

The Memorialist also advances in confirmation of his

views, " that whenever the Council has considered the

"subject (.ifiV. alienation,) on its being formally brought

" under their notice, the alienation of the Estate by sale

"has invariably been stopped, but the custom appears to

" have again continually crept in, apparently when nicm-

" bers were off their guard, and sometimes when there

" was not oven a quorum of the Council present."

In March, 1842, the Report of the Finance Commit-

tee was presented, in which the principle of alienation by

sale is recommended, even to the extent ot a 1 the lancU

then leased. This Report was adopted by the Council.

T'le Committee are not aware of any further action on

or notice of the subjeet by the Council, until April, 1B44,

the particulara of which have abready been given.


