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A Law-Breaking Traffic -
^

It In omeUmoi argued that a pro-

hibitory law would be moro dlfflcuU

of t'nforcomeiit than li a llrmiiA law.
KurrM ilii lint b<'ar out thli theory.
Thu l''iuor-ravorinit party in their
effort '0 illacredlt prohtbltloij, call

atti'i to any vlolatloni uf prohibi-
tory while practically nobody
paya any attentloo to penliteot and
Tvldt'Hprcad dliriKard of the provlalooa
of ticeaae lawi.

Thia ts BtriklDgly maolfest In the
(act that where the number of places
llc«DBeU to sell liquor Is greatest, there
the sale by unllcenied placei la gener-
ally greatest ae well. The fewer the
lt>i{Rllzed places, the fewer will be the
placet* that strive to evade the law.
It iH nut needful now to set out the
reasons for this condUlon. They ar«
well known. We simply call atten-
tion to the fact.

Take, for exaUiple. the city of To-
ronto. In 1876 it had a population of
about 60,000. and bad In operation 493
tavern and shop il:snses. Today, with
a population of more than 4:^6,000. U
has only 160 such licenses, yet the un-
licensed places that sell liquor are
fewer to-day than they were at the
time first named.

It Is about thirty-flve years since a
prominent brewer In arguing against
restrictive legislation, openly stated

that In Toronto a thousand places sold
liquor without license. In giving evi-

dence before the Royal Commission on
the Liquor Traffic, Mr. Thomas Dexter,
then License Inspector for Toronto,
emphatically stated that there were
not then one hundred unlicensed liquor
selling eatabllshmentfl in this city.

More recently the law against Illicit

liquor selling has been still more
vigc-oualy enforced. Few people would
venture to say that there are even a
hundred unllcenbed dives In Toronto
at present,.

These figures mitht be put In an Ir-

structive table, showing the populatlcii

In Toronto for every licensed and un-
licensed llquor-eelllng place, in say the
years 1877 and 1912. as follows:—

for I'vpry 6>

In 1877.

Onr* llccniftd place for overy 121 ptr
sons.

On.' unlloiix.,1 (,h„

persons.

In 1912.

on" Itn-iiBt'd plm'f for i-vt'ry 2,8r>-;

•HTSUIIR.

One unlicensed place for every 4,2t)'i

persons.

To put this fact In mother way, w.
might take the number of licensed and
unlicensed places for each 10.000 or
the population In 1877 and 1012. an<l
wo And It to be:

In 1877.

82 licensed places.

166 unlicensed places.

In 1912.

Less t! an 4 licensed places,
Less than 2% unlicensed plaoea.

That la to say. speaking proportlor
ately to the population, the licensed
places are reduced to one for every 22
of what they were before, and the un
licensed places are reduced to one for

every 66 of what they were before.

The Rev. Dr. MacLeod, of the Royal
Commission on tha Liquor Traffic, ap-

pointed by the Dominion Government.
made the following report:

—

TuIb Investigation has made It suffi

clently clear that the enforcement of

license laws Is attended with as great,
and even greater, dlffiultles than thoso
which attend the enforcement of pro
hlbltory laws. Olven authority tn

soil on certain days, within certain
hours, to certain persons, licensees,
with few exceptlor^, sell n-i all day?.
at all hours, to all persons, only ob
serving the restrictive features of th*"

law as they are watched and compelled
The Commission ci^ Jd not fall to b''

Impieased by the testimony of ajany
well-informed wltncBses, IncludMiy not
a few connected with the traffic, as to

the lawless character of the liquor
traffic generally. It was made clea'
that the restrictive provisions o'

license systems are not generally well

enforced, and that In some Instance-
no attempt Is made to enforce them


