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practical and pedagogical denmnds of agriculture teaching
w,th respect to either methcKl or „.atter except such a, result,
fron, the limitations of the puhlic school. I^j-ieal arrange-
ment of matter and proper metluxls of teaching are of equal
importance in the securing of interest and understanding
The b,K,k has in view the limitations of the puhlic school

w.th respec't to the teaching of a suhject that is an art as well
as a science. The public school is not a trade school. The
teaching of agriculture in the public sch.K.! is education
through agriculture rather than agricultural e<lucation. At
the same time, agriculture is an applied science, and the parts
of It that can be properly taught are the parts that should be
included in the public scho<,l programme of studies. Practi-
cally the whole of the book is taken up with materials that
are at hand, as soils, plants, tillage, and crops Part I is a
series of studies concerned with finding out how natural forces
have operated to establish a home for the plant. Part II is
a study of the life cycle of the general plant. The pupils
already have some acquaintance with soils and plants, but
organization should go step by step with the acquisition of
knowledge.

Part III, which deals with tillage, includes more matter
than 18 commonly found in text-books on elementary agricul-
ture. This is in harmony with the progress that has been
recently made in .soil phy.sics and with the empha.sis that is
being placed on soil condition, rather than on soil consent
exclusively, as a result of this progress. It is likewise in
accord more particularly with the dominant problem of prairie
agriculture in meeting our not too plentiful moisture supply
by careful cultivation for moisture conservation. While the
emphasis to be placed on the different chapters oi Part III
varies in different parts of the prairie, this section is intended
to fui-n.sh an nportant part of the material for teaching in
the second year. Part IV, which deals with crops, is subject


