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pitiful remnants, tragic renunciations, crucifixions of

illdiWrLtr'"'^"
^^""^ "" '""•^"^ '-"«" 'y her in-

With maniacal laughter Smoke flung it all ou. en the
hardening snow-crust and went back into the blacknessHe dreamed. The Yukon ran dry. In its bed'among muddy pools of water and ice-scoured rocks'he wandered picking up fat nugget-gold. The weight
of .t grew to be a burden to him, till he discovered that
>t was good to eat. And greedily he ate. After all
of what worth was gold that men .should prize it so'save that it was good to eat ?

clear No longer did his eyesight blur. The farnLr
palpitation that had vexed him through all his framewas gone. The juices of his body seemed to sing, as
If the spring had entered in. Blessed well-being hadcome to him. He turned to awaken Labiskwee and
saw, and remembered. He looked for the food flun<r
out on the snow. It was gone. And he knew thai in
de irmm and dream it had been the Yukon nugget-
gold In delirium and dream he had taken heart of
life from the life sacrifice of Labiskwee, who had put
her heart m his hand and opened his eyes to womanand wonder.

He was surprised at the ease of his movements,
astounded that he was able to drag her fur-wrapped
body to the exposed thawed gravel-bank, which he
undermined with the ax and caved upon her.

Three days, with no further food, he fought west.


