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out this plan it would be necessary either unduly to curtail
the account of the government and politics of the I'nited
States, or else to extend the book to a still greater length
than that which, much to his regret, it has now reacired.

He therefore reluctantly abandoned the hope of describing in

these volumes the scenery and life of the West. As regLls
the non-political topics which were to have been dealt with,
he has selected for discussion in the concluding chapters those
f them which either were comparatively unfamiliar to

European readers, or seemed specially calculated to throw
light on the pohtical life of the country, and to complete the
picture which he has sought to draw uf the American Com-
monwealth as a whole.
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