
92 THE FIS1IEKIK8 TREATY.

I iinilorHfaiiil tlii' main pnrposo of yimr U'lfcr is to Nij^^cst tliif. in i-usf ivconrto tn

tin* ivtiUintoiy ini>;i«iir«>H aiitliorizcil liy this not Nliouitl Iti* iuvittMl liy iiiijiist troatiiiBiit

of our ti«li«>nnt'ii in tiio fiitiirc, tiii* i>l>i<"ft of mii'li n-tiklitition iiiij^lit lin I'lilly hcimiih-

plislitnl by " ]ini)iil>itin;; (.'itim<Uaii-i':iuji;lit tUh t'roiii <mi try into tlic portiiof th<> I'liited

StfttfH."

Tlie oxistin^ t'ontrovt-rHy in one in wliicli two nations aro tlio pnrtit's comiiinil.

Till' retaliation fontoniiilat<Ml I)y llu' ai't of L'oiiirn'ss is to lie (Mitorcotl, not to [irntti;

H<)l»>ly any piirtirnlar inton-st, however nnTitorioiis or valniiblf, but to maintain tii.

national honor, ami thus prott'ct all our lu-opli'. In thin view tim violation of Aimri

<'au li»ht>ry rijilitn nn<l nnjiiHt or unfriendly actn towanln u portion of our citi/ciiH cii

};agt'<l in tluH biiHincsfi in bnt theoocaHJon for action, ami cotiHtitntcH a national altront

which jjiv«'H birth to or may juHtify retaliation. Tliin nioaHiiro onoo reHorted to, ii.

oft'fctivcni'ss ami valm- may well dopt'ml npon tho thoioii^jlim'ss and t-xtent of it^

a])plicatioM ; and in tho pcrfornianco of international duties, the onforccnuMit ol in

teniational ri>;hls, and tin; |>roteetion of our citizens, tluMCJovernmont and the pcoiil,'

of the United states must a- t as a unit, all intent upon attaining the best ronult ol

retaliation upon the biu^iit of n niaintenaneo uf national honor and duty.

The nation Heekin^ by any means to maintain its honor, dignity, and iiite;<;iity, i^

engaged in proteetinn the rights of the jieople ; and if, in Mueh eflbrts, j)arti<iii;ir in

teresls are- injured and Mpeeial advanta^jes forfeited, these things should tie patridiii

alily borne for the jinldic good. \n immense volumes of popnlal ion, nnmufactuies mi!

agricultural produetions, and the marine t(ninag(< and railways to whieh thoHcliavi'

given activity, all largely the result <d" intereourse between the I'liifed .States am!

British America, and the natural growth of u full half century of good :ieiglilM)i]H)(Hl

and friemlly communication, form an aggregate of matirial wealth and inciiliuta!

relation of most imjiressive magnituilo. I fully appreciate these things, ami am imi

unmindful of the great number of our people who are concerned in hucIi va.st am!

diversified intercHts.

In the i)erf<irm:iuce of the seriouH duty whicli CongresH has imponed npon nie, uii 1

ill the exercise, upon just occasion, of the power conferred under the act referred Vk

I shall deem myself bound to intlict no unnecessary <laniago or injury upon any por

tion of our peoi»le ; but I shall, nevertliele.ss, be uiilliiichingly guided by a sense ni

what the .self-respect and dignity of the nation dcniaml. In the maintenance of tlu'M'

ami in the Huppurt of the honor of the Government, beneath which every citi/eii may

repose in safety, no sacrilico of personal or private interests shall l»e cousidereil as

against the general welfare.

Yours, very '

, nlv,

HOVER C'l-KVI!L.\xr>.

Grorok Stkklk,

President American Fishery Union, and ofhmn,

(lloucester, Man*.

From thi.»< letter, to which the minority of the coiuinittee refer with

great satisfactioti, as a correct exi)3sitioii of the duties that Coii},ness

has iiui)Oseil upou the Presitleiit in theetiforcemeiitofoiir hiws of retal-

iation, it will be seen that the present ailininistration will treat tbis


