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rained (1). Itappears^ however, from the learned research-
es of a modern writer,* to have been a fundamental principle

of the French Monarchy, that every person who held a mili-

tary command in chief, was, of right, entitled to a civil Ju-
risdiction over all whom he led to war (2). Justice, there-
fore, was distributed by every feodal Seigneur to his vassals,

within the limits of his Fief, whether he was a layman or an
ecclesiastic, for he led them in person against the enemy, if

he was a layman, and by his substitute (advocatus) if he hap-
pened to be an ecclesiastic, (3) and, upon the same princi-

ple, the Liberi or tenants of allodial estates who were led

to war by the Dukes and Counts were subject to their juris-

diction. (4) The rule of decision, however, in every court
was the general Law of the state, and the King, being the

acknowledged head of the Government, in all matters, civil

and military, all proceedings were in his name, (5)

The Dukes, the Counts and the Seigneurs, in their res-

pective jurisdictions, originally decided causes in person,

(6) but they, afterwards, entrusted this part of their du-
ty to others. The officer who was appointed for the pur-

pose by a Seigneur, was sometimes, called a seneschal,f but,

most commonly, a Bailiff which, in the language of those

days, imported a guardian or protector of Justice, (7) and
those who were named by the Dukes and Counts, were called

Viscounts, Prevosts, Viguiers and Chastelans. (8) But in all

their Jurisdictions, an usage, which derived its origin front

the forests of Germany, was continued. Neither the Dukes,

the Counts nor the Seigneurs, nor any of their officers decid-

ed alone: They assembled in their courts a kind of assize

composed of their vassals, to the number of twelve, (9) who
were, principally, the officers of their respective courts, and
by those persons (who as vassals were the equals of the par-

ties whose causes were there tried and thence called Peers)
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f The liile of Seneschal imporled " an oM*
cer of the huusebold"' ViscuunU nere said
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