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104 The Ancient Right of the English Nation

this have been affured that the colonies have lately employed

in it 5000 men, and been informed, though vtrith lefs cer-

^tainty, that the number of other Britijh fubjeAs lately em-
ployed amounted to 20000 at leaft: but I muft proceed to

mention an unpleafing fa(9:, which is that a fcarcity of fifli

has of late years taken place in fbme parts of the fifhing

grounds. Peter Martyr fays that Sebajlian Cabot found in

the feas about the country which he named Baccalaos fo great

multitudes of big fifhes called by that name by the inhabi-

tants, that they fometimes ftayed his fhips, whereas ^(ti on
feveral banks whereon many Englijh veflels ufed annually in

times paft to catch their fares of late years have been fo fcarce

that the fiQiermen have quitted them, and gone to other

fifhing banks. The confequence of feveral parts of the

pafture becoming bare, and of fo many French fifliermen now
coming into it, I leave to time and the opinion of others.

The bed expedient for preferving a plentiful and perpetual

fupply for Europe from this fifhery that I have heard men-
tioned would be to prevent all perfons from catching fifh

in the fpawning time. A gentleman lately informed me
that in the war which began in 1744 he bought a French

prize fifliing veffel, on board of which were 20 tuns of fpawn,

or more, the intended ufe whereof was unknown to him

;

and it need not be faid that in cafe this fifliery had happily

remained entire to its original owners the expedient af-^re-

mentioned, or any other, might have been ufed with greater

eafe.

All perfons folicitous for the advancement of the common-
weal with one confent declare that a proper plan of public

conduct, formed with wifdom, comprehenfion and forefight,

and fuited to the nature and condition of a ftate, and its rela-

tion to others, with fuch fubfequent alterations as fpecial oc-

cafions require, is eflential to its lafting welfare. The noble

figure which the American fifhery entire would have made

in the plan of a naval empire is more fit for the conception

of
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