
promptly, they would lay, lie was rash,

imprudent, hnatyi und if he waited tor a while,

they would «<iy thut he had let alip the jE^oldcn mo-
ment. Why, if the subject had been referred to

ijH, und if the power belonged to us, nhouid we not

• xereiBC the power nnd five the notice at onc«? If

iliere woaany udvuntage in giving the noiicc tit nil,

It waH proper to give it nt the earlieNt moment with-

out loss of tim". If wc did not give i'. now, in

what poaition should we be left? The whole subject

would be suffered to take its chance, without an ef-

fort on our part to maintain our rights. He knew
that it had been recommended to lis to adopt "a
wise and manterly inactivity"—that wiis, to do noth-

ing. He would rather call it masterly duplicity, or

masterly dishoncaty, to take measures, in un indi-

rect way, ti. get possession of the country, without

suffering our oIiJlcI to be known. How lopg did

gentlemen wish to carry on this masterly duplicity?

.Some of thcni had fixed a limit to it of twenty
years. Sir, (said Mr. H.,) 1 have a single idea on
that point. We had told our people that they

might occupy that country. Were they to be thus

cncoiiragfed to go there and settle, and yet not be

entitled to our protection.'' If you do jiot take

them under your wing, can you expect to

retain their allection.' No. They would be

faithless to themselves if they g;we you uiiy confi-

dence or nffection after such treatment. Av wdl
might a mother e.spcct the love, of her cliiiiiren

whom she repelled from her bosom, and cnstou' inio

the world without pnitection. It would be a inost

unnatural mother that would cast ofi' Ik r children

as wc would do were we not, to givd this iioii'-e.

Should we acquire a colony by this coutHc of' nin!!-

terly disiionesty, it would muke us the reprouo.h of

a!! nations. While he reminded the admirers of

the Briti:di governtncnt that it was one of splendid

palaces contrasting with squaliil poverty, there

was one ihinj; in the British government that

Jie admired, much as he despi.seil all the v/.iiu-

ing about lier power, and greatness, und glory.

He admired it for one special qnality—its care

of its subjects. It gave protecMon to it.s sub-

jects all over the world. Wherever the subject of

England might be, he was covei'ed with the nroiec-

lion of British laws and British [lower. This, in

his opinion, Wiis an example worthy of iiiiilation.

He would gu i\ stt'p furtlirr than the notice, and
extend the protection of our law.s over our cii.i/.en.v

in Oregon. If we did not, we should fall sliort of

our duty. After doing tliis, he Wduld go stiil fur-

ther, and create those bands of iron v.'hich were
to bind indissoliibly together in one union
the people of the Atlantic and the people

of the Pacific. He would go for a raiiioiul across

the Rocky mountains—^for annihilating linie

and ."pace between us and the inhabitants of the

Pacific coast. In a military point of view, tliiH rail-

road would be necessary. We should be obliged,

for the protection and defence of the country, to

establish this mode of communication. While it

would afford military protection for the defence of

the country, it would be the means of creating a
vast trade between the eastern and western portions

of the continent. The immediate consequence of
such a trade would be to open a troflic in our manu-
ftictures with the people of the East Indies; next, we
.should be able to drive out all competition on the part

<if the British fabrics in that lucrative and impor-

tant trade. We would, by means of this overland

communication, be 80011 able to create immense com-

mercial depots on the couat of the Pacific. \

could make voya^eii to the Eait Indie« in half

;

time that Qrrat Britain could. Our mnnufactu
would thus compete in that important and increasi

market, with those of Great Britain, and, inde>

drive out all competition; and thus they would I
jj

come established on a firm foundation, without i** ^^
aid of a black tariff to maintain them. He '"**1

IJHi'*" est!
ways opposed internal improvemenla by the g*n<??

j.

,

government; but he would adopt this improveme*Jr ,

,

as a military work—one necessary for the pu^'^'ij^^og i

defence, though it would be used (or civil ana coil. >• I

mercial purposes. In a military point of tiew,
^J? "IJon 1

a defence to the country, it would be far more
**jj^*no Jl

cient than battlements along the coast. f^.
'

Should the United States delay to do th? r .Ug

,

duty to their citizens in Oregon, the Briti<^ .

government would avail themselves of the delay ^.-^ ^\
take measures for securing the territory to her su.^^

^^^
jects. Great Britain had already, by force and frauff*^' . „

^

covered the world with more than a hundred col

nios. She had done this by blood and carnage, ar.
croachmd

m violation of the rights

ingc, nil. 1 ,u

of all nations with whic^^JJ^'^

jia rivc^

only

jnts; bull

she had l)ccn connected as an ally, or opposed to flu-i' ^^ ^^
a foe. The history of India would tell the whole si( ?;.

ry. In the year 1600, during the reign of Que?"*""
I<ilii'.abeth, a charier for commercial purposes we.

granted to some private trading adventurers. Th'^
cotnpany have spread death and desolation over th * _
East. Under W arren Hastings every crime, everlA memb
.species of perfidy, and cruelty, and rapine was pe.Yes,
[letiiUed for the acquisition of territory and of weaken if s^e

by the cotnpany. So fearful and prodigious v/nined by
his rapacity and cruelty, that he became the thenisans by w
of universal execration by orators and poets. lutination

had been remarked, in one of the invectives againf t in Engl

him, that when some wretch, laden witli horriiiel of <erri

crimes without a name, should stalk through earthj^y^i^iie ge
and we want cui-sesfor him

—

^ jn the

'We'J torture thought to ciirKo the wretch; MVg ones-
Anil then, to danin him most supreme, ,f^ tncinp
We'd call him Hastings." ^^ * ^\"^

It, would be easy to run a parallel between ih'.^ valuable
East India Company and the Hudson Bay Compa-|y „„ inl

ny. It would show us the necessity of taking holdjQ^ The\
of this matter in due time, and of giving this nolicBj^y ]^ad n
novv.

, , u , " l^"o*
Government after government had submitted tOggo.thene(

Briti.ih power in the east—some being reduced by. ([clayed
fraud and treachery, and others by force, until now j^jgh preu
the population brought under her sway amounted.,! t^g ge
to more than a hundred and thirty millions. The^yQijog
Great Alogul, the former ruler of Hindostan, was jjjg couh
at this day a pensioner on British bounty. And ^g gen
the British government, through the East India ^m^e^i j^

company now, at this lime, by the force of her armsy^do^ of
las: thout theand subjugate theIS preparing to invade

province of that country. Mr. H. said he would .j^^^jng S
be glad to trace the progress of this government jpt^res, i

in the East Indies; but not haviq^ time for that, he itgrs rus
would say that from beginning to end it was jusands (

stamped with infamy. He called the attention of )ve to th

the committee to these facus, in order to show that 3 and si

unless we gave the notice the Hudson Bay Com- ^tyres wl
pany, which was formed upon principles akin to ^ue tin

that in the east, would by gradual encroachments,be- netrica, a

come possessed ofall the strong positions in Oregon, (t would
and be more difficult to dislodge. We might, as tend do\
he said again, find a parallel in their progress to the to gentl

corporation that has so long oppressed and devas- jcue, anc

tated the East. By what waters were the Hudson to cbtai

Bay Company originally bounded? By those waters s positio

! and till


