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Wliile in Ilriiisli Culumhia, .liiriiiif tlu> latter part of Aiifrimt l!»Ut, the writer

had nil opportunity to sre ttnn.iint; crcps of tol.up.yi in flie Okaiiatfiin valley.

The obBer\olioii« mmlo iit tlint tinio are pn'<'cnte.l in bulletin form, for tlio

guidance of intendinjr tobiioio irrowors in Uritinh Columbia and to help actual grower*

to improve their mclluMlK.

AlthouRh fairly well pntablishe.!. tfJ.iicv, srowintr in the Okanauan vnll»\v i* not.

an yet, entirply out of the c-xiM'riiurnlnl sta«i'. and ««• wi-h to p.iint out hen- -oiiii'

impor^int quostions thnt require elucidation, and the means whereby tliew question--

ean )>e nolved.

TOBACCO OROWINO CENTRES.

There is practically only one centre of tobacco culture: the Okannnan valley mid

chiefly Kelowna. where this branch of farming is still quite new. It \s only ten

years since the first tobacco crop worthy of mention was grown in this district, but

the industry hiis since progressed rapidly.

TTntil 100!) the prowcrs were few in number, and the production of tobacco in

Kelowna hardly excelled 40.000 or C0,000 pounds; a larger area was planted in 1910,

but even then the totJil land in tobacco was not more than 70 or 75 acres. This is

quite insufRcient considering the quality of Kelowna tobacco and its well deserved

reputation, .ind we may expect t» see the txital amount of tobacco produ(e<l ten times

as large at an early date.

Possibly, tobacco jtrowiiig had been tried in other pnrtx of British C.ilumbin. but

practically none of thtec trial* was heard of until 1910. In 189:V94 an experiment

was starteil at the Dominion Ex!>eriinental Farm at Agassiz. but this experiment

was not resumed, although the results were said to be eiicounitring by tlic exiierts to

whom llie products were submitted.

In 1910 there was a marke<l tenilency in favour of tobacco culture in British

Columbia. Nunierou.s applications for 8ee<ls were received from ditTcreut parts of

the province by the Tobneco Division, and a careful experiment was undertaken by i\

large company, "The British Columbia Horticultural Estate. Limited," of Wnlbachin.

B.C. This exjierimeiit, if continued, might bring about a rapid increase in the pro-

duction of tobacco in the province. The movement is not likely to stop and it may

be a.«sume<l that, nt an early date, in all parts of the province where pood agricul-

tural lands of sufficient size are to be found, tobacco will be one of the main crops.
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