
xxx Introdi'ction

WlKTofiiiv i;i)inl Rcaikr yttld tliy furtluTanco

To tiiond tlu' tilings tliat yit i\.rv out of scjiiaro,

Thou liast a lu'lp tliy purixisc to aduauuci',

And iiuani' to ca^^f tliy u'vati^t pceci' of care.

And lir that liatli doiit- tliis for tliy wilfan-,

I poll thy frotiidi'ly fauor and rcj^ard,

May iliauiK-i- to trauill furtlur afterward.

Finis.

It is (lilVi.-iih for u^ to roL'oMoik' the facts that (.V>d-

iii; w.is 111 ir k'at I'liritaa a;i 1 tliat ho was also the trans-

lator of ()\il> M.iim.nl^h.ru s. The eoiiiproinisinij nature

oi his task sveiiH to haw troubled him somewhat, for the long

iiUrodiiet'ix epistle to I.eiee4er, in tlii' main an analysis and

moral interpivtulioii >>i Ovid, is aKo an attempted justitication

of th • tra!islal r - work. .VfL-r deelarin^' in Ih' self lauding

fa>'iion of tliv tim ' Ih.it as a i\sull of his labour he exiiects

"with eternal faine a')o\\ tlie stars to mount "'
lie proceeds to

unfold the hidden si'.,qiiticatiee of Ovid's talis throuirliniii each

"f the lifti'etl l)o. iks
:

As f..rexam]ik' in the taks of Daphne tuni'd to Bay

.\ niirnir of \iri;iiiitv ajipear imto us may.
"

1. I I
• ii,a:i iiiar\el tlia» he ascribes to the one and only (iod

what tlu ancients ascribed to many. He is stronjjly inclined

to a.i^rre with tliost' who hold that the ancients "took their

lirst occasion ( .f tliesi' thintjs from Holy Writ," and he draws

an • lab^rate jjaralkl between tlii' account of creation as given

in (iiiii.^is and that t;iveii by Ovid. To justify "the vices

in this jireseiit work, in lively c<iloiirs penn'd " givis the author

i;reater trouble, and hv olTers the unconvincint; and conven-

tional defense which conteni])orar\ pla\wrii,dits were offerinij

to (iol(!iiii;'s co-reli.i;ioi!ists :

T'"or SI e these fables are nov j)Ut in writinjj to th'intent

To further or allure to vice : but rather this is meant.

That men beholdint; what they be when vice doth

reiijn instead

Of virtue, should not let their lewd alTections have

the head."

my^mvwi^^^^f^'v^. ^wm^.^r-.


