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at ail is wortb doing wvell, and mnost men
cannot <b0 aniythiuîg Ive,, unless they con-
centrate thecir soul 111)01 it to an extent
-%v1îich forbids themi to atternlt mucli else.
In every generation thiere are a fewv, a
very few, Admirable Crichtons who adorn
everything they toucli, and wvho touch
everytlîing«. But they are astonishing
exceptionis, and îîot inodels for the ina-
jority of us. Many can drive one hîorse
whvlo cannot drive four. 01113 one iii ten
thousand caui drive twelve, and lîc can do
so only urîder favourable circuinstances.

This onie thmig I dIo " ivas the secret
of St. Paul's treniendous and sinashigi
impact upon the vaqt mass of classic
heathenisiin. Our resources are limited,
s0 are our CallaCities. We nîust mnake
our choice, and, as Bacon advised wvîth
characteristie slirew dness, we should
choose wliat wve can do best. Withi care-
f ul training a nî could walk on bis head
for a certain distance, but it is very nîuch
better to 'valk on bis feet. Many ien
do %vitli awkîvard and immense labour
that wvhichi they wvere îîot created to do,
instead of aohieving wvith comparative
case and swiftnless thieir divinely-ap-
pointed task.

The first nccessity, therefore, is to say
with Saul of Tarsus, "lLord, what wilt
Thou have me to do ?" And if that ques-
tion is hioncstly and eagerly asked, Christ
will answer it cîther by direct tuition, or
through soine unexpected Ananias. The
goodl workis wvhich ive slîould do are those,
as St. Paul declares, Ilwliich God lias
prepared beforehiand, that we sbiould walk
in them." We hiave ixot to make a path
for our own feet. God lias, in His
eternal purpose. prepared a patlî for us,
and aIl we hiave to do is to walk in that
prepared path, turning neither to the
righit hand nor to the left. It is not
enougli to do good ivorh-s. \Vo inust do
the particular good works wvhich God
wishcs us in pairticular to do. And we
shahl always find that God neyer over-
îvorks His servants. Rc neyer burdens
us beyond our strengtlî or beyond our
ability.

At present, wlicn the maj ority of Chiris-
tians are atrociously ]azy, soie are
obligred to do more than thieir legitimate
share and sjo to kill thieniselves proîna-
turely, because, as the Duke of Welling-
ton said in reference to England, IlThe
King's Goverinîient must be carried on."
If in the industrial world evory able-
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bodiod and aible-nîindedl person did hiq
share there would be no Il eighYlt hours "
agitation. Twvo liours of work by overy-
body every day would do tic work of the
world. But as things are, ivitlî inulti-
tîîdes of ricli and poor basely living iii
idleness on the toit of others, some niust
work for twvelve anîd even sixteenl liours.
So il) the spirit6il wvorld. But even uîîder
these circumstances, nay, specially uîîder
these circumstances, bard -worked aiid
over-worked Christiqins should as care-
fully as possible hiusband their spiritual
strengyth.

Suchi counsels as these are perhiaps
spccially needed by Methodist preacheis.
Our itinerancy and our intricate iina-
chiniery gyreatly facilitate a ruinous dissi-
pation of moral energy. Fifty years ago
a Mcthodist preacher's life ivas inucli too
circuinscribed and monotonous. Mieni
501110 of our best mcin read too îuîuchi
theology and too little general literatuîte,
and allowed theniselves to be craxnped iii
a, narrow circuit routine. To-day uîew
prospects, iicw intercsts, and neiv oppuqr.
tunities are springing up on every si(e.
Let our ininisters remember they ai-e
niortal. Let every mnan carefully poler
wvliat kind of Christian work lxe caxi do
best, and as far as possible let himi foctis
bis energies on tliat. Not of course
neglecting any known duty, but in thie
necessary "ldivision of labour " doiiig
that wvbich lie doos moat efficiently.

There is also far too mucli ncwspiauîer,
scrappy and desultory reading. Perlîaps
Wesley's hife ivas too înlethodically anîd
too inechanically arranged ; but lîe iad an
extraordinary work to do, and, alas !lie
liad also an extraordinary wife. Hua
mind was cssentially busiîîess-like. Hie
ivas so intensely scientific tbat lio w'as no
inodel for an artistie teînpcramcnt. StilI,
aIl mon might leara fromn Iimn to îuutke
the best use of time and opportuuîîty.
The prosent Lord Chiief Justice owes hiis
position at the Bar to the fact tlîat lie
seized the main points of bis cases, fixed
attention on thein, barpod on them, anid
compelled the twelve commonplaco ineuî
in tic jury-box to sec the main lpoints.
Let us also seize Uic main facts aîîd main1
duiffes of life. Lot our wvork bo a unr-
petual, cver-renewed, ever-changing, but
everlasting answer to the qucstioui of
questions, WVhat shahl it profit a mait if lie
gain the wvholc world and lose liýu% ii1
soul ?-Il'thoidist T'imes.

Tlîrougli tlîis dark and storiny îîighit
Faitli beliolds a feeble ilit

Up tho clarkncss streaking;

Knowing God's own tiîîîe is »est,
In a patient hope I l'est

For. the full day-brcaking!
- 1 7litili,*-


