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in dis~ie 1 ot : 6, 7. Obedionco is the fruit
ofMaîî' extreniity is God's opportunity.

ISALC'S PROSPEUITY.
OCTOBIJER3. B3. 0. 1804. GENESIS8 XX~V :12-25.

U A', SOWED-lio settled down as a farmer.
Ax ltuiclrdfoldi-au unustaally large roturn,

and lie lied inherited great wealth froin his
fether, oh. 25 : 5. Titc nau ira.xei grcal-bacame
se influential that the Philistines eînong wboni ho
lived envied him, Prov. 27 *4. V. 15. A I Mhe
icels-The digging of wolls je this rocky country
wvai attonded with too muoh labour and oxpens2
for more teuante, it impliod the ownerahip of the
land, and no more effective mode of expressing
euvy or enmity couid be dovised then to c.hoke ul)
au enemny's wefl withi band or stones-ono of the
common modes of alicient warfare, 2 ICings 3 :19,
25. The fiocke aud herds could not subsist with.
out weter drawn from wells. Vs. 16, 17. Abinie.
léch-a common titie of thie Kinjp of Philiutie,
correaponding to the Phareohi's of Egypt. Go froni
m.-gave him notice to quit. Isaac dcpartccl-being
of a peacbie disposition ho did nlot remoustrate,
but went te atiother part of the sanie district. Vs.
18.22. Digged again-evidoncittg industsy and
porsovorance. The naming of the wells by Abra.
hauà, the chianging of their names by the Philis.
tines to obliterato the traces of their origin, the
restoration of the names by Isaac, and the contest
between the respective shephords, show how much

imprtAnce was attaohed te wells ini e warni country
where water was soarce and iadispensable te the
fariner. V. 23. To Bersheba-<' weil of the
,oath "-a city on the sonth frontier of Palestine,
27 mniles south-east from Gaza, intimately sasocia-
ted with the hibtory of both Abraham and Isaaso,
so oailed in remembrance of the covenant nmade
betweea, Abrahama and Abimelecli, eh. 21: 31. Iea
naine was restored by lsaac, v. 33. It contintied
to lie a prominont landcnark a&U threugh Bible
history-" frein Dan te, Beeraheba " being regard-
ed as the limite of Palestine. Two of the wells
stiil remain, et "Bir os Sea," surroundod by
drinkig trouglis of stene, their curbatenes deeply
worn by the friction of ropes in drawing water. V.
24. The Lord al»pcarccl-the saine angel of the
covenant who lied appeared te, Abraham, eh. 15:-
18 and 22 : 10, 15, end, afterwards, to Mloses in
.Horeb, Exo. 3 : 6, 15, and 4: 5. see also, Matt.
22 : 32 and Acte 7:- 32. Fcctr aot-A reassumig
expression often used by Jehovali, se Ps. 27 : 1.
R iv. 1 : 17. V. 25. Builded an altar-thrs mna-
king a public recoguition of God's go-odness te hlm.
WVherever wo go, we must take our religion witli
us. .Pitcedhisktni-dwelt for a turne; here we
have noeDntinuing, city, Heli. 13 : 14. He died
et Hebron, ch. 35 - 27. aged 180, and was buried
beside bis father and mother, Gen. 49 : 31.

Iauus that religion teaches us self-denial ana
to live peacably with ai men. Children may ex-
pect te receive the lilessings promised te obedience!
to parents. The weil o! saivation is ever open and
free to nl], Isa. 55 . 1. John 4 : 13, 14.

TUE MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEM IN
OUR S. S. WORK.

The question submnitted to the lest Genoral
Assenibly by the Sabbath Sohool Committee
in thoir Report, was--

&«lloi cati wo olovato the Standard of at-
tainment in our S. S. Teachers, and thus in-
creaie their teaching power ?" The t'ollowving
is part o! a scheme submitted, and lefL with
the Committee and Presbyteries to prove its
suitableness by trying the work.

1. A written exainination on tho life, work,
andl closing days of Moses, as detailed in the
lest four boocks of the IPentateuoh.

'L A written examnination on the first
twerity-eiglit questions of the Shorter Cate-
chi8mi and the portion of Soripture on wvhich
they are bascd.

Foi- the carrying out of the above scheme
o! study the folleiving regulations for students
and candidates are to be strictly observed.

1. Examinations te, le held sixnultaneously
at convenient contres iu each Presbytery of
the Churcli, on the-day of April, 1881.
12 . One examination for the whole Ohurch,
te be set on oach subjeot, and forvarded un-
der' scaled covers te tuie persons in charge o!
the various examinations in Pre8byteries;
the covers not te, bo removed until the can-
didates are met ini the appointed place:- and
the written answers te lie enclosed and seaied
for transmission te the Coavener o! the As-
sembly's S. S. Committee before the candi-
dates leave the place of examination.

3. The S. S. Committee shaîl lie responaible
te the Church, with such aid as they cars
cail te their assistance; they shail set the
papers and value 1fh- questions and answers
given in, and report thereen.

4. It shall le competentand it is uesired:
that prizes in sncb forrn ansd of such value as
the donors mnay indicate, niey le 4iven by a
Presbytery for the best examination within
it8 bounds; or by a congregation, or imdivi-
dual in tliet congregation for the beat exa-
mination in. its class, subject te the plan and
regulations o! the Committee.

5. Ail porsons, maie and female, passing
the prescrihed examination on the prescrihedt
subjeots shahl le entitied ta a neatly on-
grossed recognition of that fact, and thieir
names reported, to the Generai Assembly,
and Presbyteries to which they belong.

6. No name shal lie s0 reportod unless
they have answered 50 per cent. of ail the
questions submitted, and ail who shail enter
on this course of study shahl pay 25 cents
each te meet contingent expenses with the
Scheme.

7. The studios may lie carried on in classes
in oacli con crgation ; or liy groupo o! per-
sons in rur= districts, aided by tic Pastor
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