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poseil te interruption la cae of war witb aîîy
naval power, tho practical point te ho deelderi
ie %vleicer the canîais shlait bo tlîoroîglidy ro-
nos-atcd, or ss-heUîlir a uîow ians of coîiînciD
cation $1îehi l'o proî'ided thrcugh tige inistril-
îaoiitality of a raiiway. Arguîmenîts ca be
brotîglît formward for both suggestionis, but ello
sîrongest of ail akrgumtlleîît8 i n lavor of Uic
Iattcr-vi,.., tlîat tlîe fcîreigncr wiil thnd i ls
iuioîiey for iluat oiiject, but aoer for repairing a.nid
eheaniîg eut tie gr-At canais coîîstrtcd( by
Yaîîgti anti otiier enilperors of tic past.

Wc iieed lnt îisetigis thie prospects of stucli
linos as these la nssy close detail ut the preseili
aio-uent, %vlen iso qurvey8 have licou ruade.
Ouly a feir gencral obîservationîs caîî ho malle
witli safcty. Tieta-Tsin le about 80 utîiles frontî
Pceking, anic as hoth of tiioso towns aie placc.s
o! greât criaîmerci.il activity, as v. ll as large
population, therc oaa ho litile or no douibt, thiat
a railway btweegl tlie-1 wolîhd Pt-ove a vciy re-
nunnorati.e undcrtukiîig, so long as the Go--
erutent bestowvec uijon it couitq.iance anîd
petectieîs. Tite second lino wouid aise pass
throvigli weil-peopieed provinces, aîîd several
laige towns, such ab Tsaiig, Liti.Tsiu)g, Tace-
?Nan, &c., auîd along a recognized trado rente.
It would have wlîat iîiay bie coasiderad tic ad-
ditional advatitage cf traveriug a part ef China
wiiiclu lias nlot înaintaiuet iti earlier highi staite
cf prospetity, aîîd irlicî nîay thîciefore hc
deenîed susceptible cf greiter iuiprevemnent
thian 'hotc districts wi;icii arc admittedly wll
cultivatcd ansd the cnters cf a flourislig
trade. On the ott er hiand, it would ho a nuil
inore serlous and costly vuldertalciug tuais a
biniefroîîs Tien-Tsýiu te Pekin)g. Itsimoecleagth
îroîild not ho ]cas tuais 600 msiles, ansd probabiy
nsiglt be nearer 700 îniics, and the Goveraîilic*nt
miiglit have soute difflculty ins ecudîsg for it the
resi ect from th-- people, whiichi is cite of thie flrst
esseatials if tic buîpport and syîîîpatlîy of Etîr-
epeans are tebe cnliated in the undcî takitig.
Moreover, this Uino %vould always have, ia tinte
cf peace, te ruekois witli the aclive competition
cf tic son route.

Tize reai sturnbliîig block. wliicli lias te be re-
nîoved before any of thiose designs wiil bie rmai.
ized, la one of sentiment. Tite Chiusese are loit
te begin ai.y of those railways, hccaulso tlîey
co-iecive tlîat tiîey will lienefit foreigners mlore
thian thievîes. WVIat lîa-. te de done is te
coar lace .hin of tbe contrary, anîc tis ca!,
only bc accoipliýi'îed by scicctitig a quarter for
tilte first raihwvay ivîsere forcigai trade is sînîll
aîid Chinee trailic great. As the Clîiiese Gev.
erigmomt intend te treat tîsese lices as State
railways. thse vcry hest undertakiig tocouitiîco
thse Clilee cf car uiseîfisi desiro for tile iu.
trolactios of railways iet thicir empire %VoîIld,
perhaps, bc tule omtuceîof a strategical
Elle freont Nkiîsg te Mlookdlet, thec ;spital cf
Mausehiarco. Its a<hvantages woni1d, lio doubt,
ho muiiary asid political, r-ailir thl. ce-amier-
ciz.l, but ihscy are sufliciently obvions, ani tic
Marvuis Taeiyg would confer a miateriai faor
ou his country if, on ]lis rctt:mn te China, lie
were te advocate 8uch a preject. 1'. wonîd
certzdlly bave tht cite gicat riecommc-tudatieui
tisai it coula net hae attiiluttc to ths elii

rlîogcs of Etiropeais.-Batiler's Magazine

à British Tari.
A cablegram i ou Wedniesday 8tated thiat tlîe

Eoghislî Cabiniet hll re-acicd a decisice on t'to
tarlitF question. A bill is te ho propared for lit.
traucîîtioni lit, '«Prliauîieiit, al1tliorizinlj the iiii.
positioni of dues omi imîporta lito Grcat Britain
front conu es inî1osiiig duticig oa aiporta frein
Great Bitain. 'flic iîeasuro Nvili hc feuiided
on Uic report cf LordIlleoii'einisos
o1u tiudie, irhill fiîids, fiilet, thmat Eigish de-
pressioni leu pi-iliîiy, te lortigiî clipeti.
tieni, and dispose3 cf the prcvioiiuly arcejuted
dloctrinie of exceptiimal causes, such as teiipor-
ary ovcrstocking ; second, chati s.iccesyful for-
eigli cnupetitioui i-ebilt fouinila fiscal pohicy
proehilitivu of iîîtport8 on Eiiglu'dz produets;
tiiird, that the rire cf rcats and iiecessarios is
proportioially grcater tiîaî tlîat of irages, tue
sut,idtt,tr( of %vagus beiig kepi low by the cffi'cts
ois Bitlshî) indlustries3 of foreigii coiiipotitioii;
fcîîîth, timat %ille disticîs prerals lin the iai-
ufactciring districts, resulting fiont dearth cf
eip5>oyiic.it auîd iodequinto wages for tlioso
wiuo wre eititiled.-Jogirîtial cf F«lric.

Recent Legai Deoisions.
S'rArUTa OF FRAI] nS-CeNsi1EmcATmex\-

SUt;]ZTY.-Tlie Supetlor Court cf Kcennedy held,
lis tige case cf Spurrier va. Nottinîghanm, decidcd
on 'ime 1 Gtiî uit., tiiat the assumiption ofîiability
as svrety iras a suficicat coîîsgideration for tiio
promnise cf anlotîser te Save tbe surety hiarirless,
aiîd thiat a proise tc 3nve one haritiloss if lie
would beconse tise sssrety cf iýnoth1icr was neot
suit as was rcqtimc-d by the Statute or Fraude
te be la writing.

I.ýsCitANcE--AGE-.T-NcTlCE.-A5 agent
was emîpheyed te secnte ccr*aiti insurance,
whici' lic did. Afterwards thie in3girance ccin-.
paîîy gave nîice te tîc ageîit of tlîo caîîcelia-
tienî cf thse poiicy. Tie ('erai Teni cf thse
New York Suprense Court iiehd (Von WVien vs.
Tite Seottish Unioan & Nationîal Iiisurance Ceiii.
pauy) tiat thîc notice se giron Nvaq nlot notice
te the inusrcd, and thiat a clause ia the pebiey
te the effect thlat; tîe insuranco broker slîould
hie deeiîied te bc the agent cf tIse iîisurid ln auy
.'sausaction reiatiîîg te tic iîustîrance did siet
effect the question.

GAMSIu3usNr-GEAL W'AîVEi 01P E.
EMrrýioN.-Tlit» Supreuine Court of Georgia re-
ccîîtly dcciared void a getneral waiver iuiade by
a le bonrer la % note la tue foliowing farni, viz.
"I1 Iiereby contran.t anid expîcasly w-liie tule ex-
cuiption cf iny %ages or saiary front the piro.
cs oarisîsen ider the laws of Georgia,
or the exemiptionî cf îîîy daiiy, wcekiy, nscnîiuiy
or ycarly wal;tes.oî saîary freîîî ilt eperatiuu of
thec gai iiisiiuuitqit iaw, lat case tir:s note le noL
iidu pleiii)stly.tt iiiatiity." Grceen v.s. Wat-

è,o-, clt*gltl o:i tige Ii uit. The Coia't dia
simt dicitilc ieir a speelal irairer cf tige e:;
eiiton ab te curtain eisioyuieiîi and for a
cestaiti tinte by sipcciflc on eampoyerg;contaiiug
ssîch speciflo waircr iroulci ho good.

CC.sToMis Law Dx.cisue'-DuTy o.\ Ms»EiNo
Gooii;.-Tlie case cf Grecaileaf et al vs. Worth-
iuigton, checided hy Jttdge Colt ln tue Uni;eci
States Circeit Court a ' oston on ttue 2n uit.,
was an action to recai-er bac'k an excess cf
dutica le% led by thîc defciidant as cllcctor upon

raeriao shlrts, drawcrs and hosiory, îniportedl
by the plailitiffà. Duty was assossett by tic
governinent uipoî tigee inclineo goodl. limplorted
by tlîo plaiaitiffd ns if tlicv were Wo01, on the
grotitid 'bat nierino la chicfly coînposed cf %vool.
'l'lie plaititiffa coiitcigdveiI that mnerinu le, iii a
emiiircial sense, a tl!stitigt ari.lo front wooi,
anii slîoîîlc net bc assesscd ;kt wool rates. Tite
cotirt decidcd lin favor of tho PlaintifYs. Colt
J., sid : <'It appears that the imnportations
wetio knowîî iu ti-ado ii 1874 ab~ iiorino shirts,

Brwrs ocks and. atoelings, anti tliat the yaýja
%vu kîiovîî ia tiade as mcriîîo yang, anid tliat
this yarn ivis prodluccd lîy carîliig togctlior
w.-o) aîîd cotton and .9piaîîing, by ivhîca process
p distinct ai ticle of cuicmo front citlicr wtoot
or cottoen is protducep, Nhich is 'kcîowvn andi de.
scrlbed as morille. Tite importations being
coînposcd in pait.o wool ami in part ofcotton,
and known cotiiimt.rci.tlly as mceritie, wc do îlot
tlîink they sioild lie agscpsec.-llradstreel.

A Soft Wheat Craze.
Iii every o>nimunity thlîee, gl1 oîotus

wlîe ission is to shiow that the part is great.
cr than the whole, tlaat tie lesser iinvolv.cs the
greater, and so forth, and ho is busy Pt proscrit
in Manitoba endcavoring te persuade thse farciî.
e-s of that Provinco to extcnd the cultis.tioîî
of Whilte Rîîssiao or other soi. spring wvleat lit
the expense of tlîe Ried Fife. The idea i3 that
White Rc'ssiani will sel' for iieary as niuo'i as
the Red Fife and that it grows fiftten busliels
to the acre mort tian the other. The truth,
liowvcer, as8 opposed te the iulea le tlîat it won't
and docsn't. lt inay he a few daysg cariier;
but, utiles% uadultly dciayed, Uic liedl Fife ripces
early enougli te escapu aîiy fi'est that wotîld
spa-re Whîite Russiaîi, andin the very uîiusral
evcat of danîiago by early frost tlc File wlîeat
fioe oisoîl wo' tI as nivcIî as the otlier untoitchcd.
Ti'o latttr. if frozen, is unînarlcetaljle. It ls
aise miort liable to blighît aîîd suint. It wiiI
iîot cicau liko the other, adcis ienl every way
iufeilor. If faruinera wisli te' daniage the reput.
ation of tie Province, Bond initn-grtioin cic-
WhICre, and generally destroy tic caviablo re-
putation tl'ey have acquired, thîey will diicari
tue liard and adopt tic soft whîcat ; if they
doîs't thcy won't. Tite expcîimeat hbas been
tried ln Minnesota. and it failed. Tiioso who
tried it wish tlîey hîaç not andl are getting bPck
te formecr liss as quickly as tlscy can.-Moiii.
read lierald.

The Business OntIook.
During the thîrc nîiîîtli front Atigust until

Nc(,'cîniber last, cays tige Newv York Su»g, thero
wvas fur the first cinu siace ISSI a distinct
tlîosi;l vcr-y nioderato iniprevcîîîet ins business
tlirougi-out Lige Uniited States. For four ycarg;
follewitig the boomi of 1S79, '50, aîîd 'SI, the
disrtibutioîi of trerclîaîîie graduîally dchincâ.
During 1883 this begail te ho conspienlous, eVU-11
te %ic casual observer. In 1884 it camie horno
to everybody. l>rices of sto pIc comeodities con-
tiuticd thîcir (lownivarul caceur, hoever, and
1SS5 iras lishered in te lonîg faces and lean
pu.-scu. Analysta of the puct four yea:s of de-
pression in trade have licou frequent eîiougli of
late to bc iiinccssarv usow. It rengaina to lie


