
THE COPYRIGHT SITUATION.

D R IN; the year t SSS lte (Canadian Copyright Associa
lion %.as formed. the esecutitive odicers Ibeing John Rloss

allbertsoi anid i>an. A. Rlose. ir. R T. iT..meeid.
iotv librariant or the Public I.ibrary. i lamtdlton. was engaged as

a1 permanent assistant, he giving his entire time to the organii'
tion and promtotion. of the proposed amendmenits tl 0t Copy
rnght .\Ct.

Numnerous mileetings %%Cre ield duritg ihe Seat, at whi all
the' trades interested were representted, together with lthe T po
grnphical lnion. A resalt of these cotferences wtas th., draft
mng of a bill tl amceindt e .e\istiig Copyright .\et, chap. ta Re-
vised Statutes. AIl important points througiotil the Province
of Ontario iad becn visited by .\Mr. i .ancelield. where signatures
were frecely secured to our petitions. Nlessrs. Riobertson. Rose.
.md t.anee11ld ailso visted the city of Niontreail. vhere they ad-
dressed a large meeting of the tradte, poiniting out ithe ibeefits tg)
ie derived froi the passage of lthe amuendmlitents as suggested.
The resuilt was tlIat the trade of tite citv of Niontreail gaive ilite

mllost iearty co-operation to dite plans of lite .\ssociation, and il

nnlliiy resulted in a comîbmned delegation from 'Toronto and
\Montrea hasving an interview with tIhe go ermtiîî, whicih as
iimst encouiragmatg.

i)uring te session of si8, NIr. J. R. IRobertson and 1). A.
Rose Iad numterous interviews withi the Imalister of Justice,
flon. Sir Jiohn Thompsoa, whicih ultimuateiv resulted in lis
agrecing that the gos ernmntci should itroduce a hill on dite
ines suggested. This wa., done, and tlie bill passed is ilrce
readings witiott opposition, but a clause was added to the biII.
statiiing tliat il shotild iot mle iito force tniless by special pro.
cliamation at tlie Govcrntor General in Council. Tihc act was
assented to hy the Goverior-cinerail in dite form, and atn
stands ai the statte books simply awaiting the pr clamtation.
In the ordinary course of esents the bil), alter being assented to
l% the Gvernor-Generai, was referrcd, wtith ail olier bils

passed that sessIon, ta the imperial Goserntment. Stroig pres
%ure wvas brotglht to bear upon tlie go':crnment i n Engiland to
disalow the bill. This opposition resulted in the sending out
oif Mr. l)aldy, secretary of lte Imperial ('opyright Associatlon.
go Canada, and a meeting vas hield at Ottawa, ai witici were
present, Sir Johini Thompson, NIr. i.owe, I)eputy Nlinister of
.\.riculture, and D. A. Rose, rcpresenting the Copyright As.
sociation, together with NIr. Rutter. ofToronto, representîSg the
prnting mterests.

.NIr. i)aldy's arguments and objections to lite act were fully
stated, and the arguitents of tlie Caiad'an delegation were ailso
.tisen in opposition to his. The restilt of titis coierence was
largely in favor of our views, and Sir J ohn Thompsont fl coin

r udeî'd vith Our arguments.
Later on a commission was appointed by the Imperial Gov

'ruent to inquire into lie bill, and the effects it wouild have
uipon lte Etîglnsht trade. This commission reported, and the te-
lort wVas transmîitted to tle Dominion Governmuenut. Inl the
'l'ipmioi of tite Canadian ('opyright Association the arguments
'd agamat our bill were very weak, and the commission
eaily shoed thieir cntire ignorance of te state of the Cara-

.hlain marktt. thteir suîgge.stiots imi many cases being Cntirely im

.ra tieable and in io way tu the advantage of te I-.nglih pu.-
J .ber ; in fact, tlie adoption of tite suggestions of that commis

n would in no way have improvcd lite condition of tlie elg
h'ti publisher, but il would have worked largely in t. imtercsts

i-briars, i8o.1 Nil Pt'iii.:n

of the L'itited States publisler as against lte Cantadian plubltslher.
Further, se' eral compromises ii the act were sugge'sttd. Tins
documittent vas submltted to experts on copyright m Canada. aid
tht reply. as we unîtderstand. w'as sen t o Great liritalin someît.
Cighîtete itontts .ago. .nd noiîing fu rtiher lias beent donc m the
imlatter.

Siicte the passage ofi thi' ainelaiietis tl lii bill, tut Lnitited
States has e piased a C(op rght .\ct,whic upon smin aneos pul
lication, togetier with prntting froli type set ii th th 'ni ted Sites.
grants to the British subject a copytight. Te effect of this has
beena itt thie United States puîîbbisher lias m all cases been pur
chasing i.:glisih books. or Ibooîks b% lrintisih auttors, .mnd has de
Ianded tL. righ o controi the Canadian) market. l'he effe- S

of this ias bcen that the eitire reprintmiig trade, nhch, prior to
Ithe passage of this aet, was of consideraiet - it mtlie large
trade centres in Canada, lias eittrely reased. ad tlie loss to the

trades intere'sted las beci very considerable.
Tl mntroduction of the amteilileti Caaadiait Copyrght i.a,

it cau easily be seen, votild be an injustice to lo ole. iihe lasI
clearlv states that "anv perst siall iave the soIe and exclus,ve
right and liberty of printing and reprinting and publishig. for
ithe tern of twenty-eight yCars fromît lte tine of recording the
copyright thereof, upto condition that Ithe said work ie, before
or simttaniliateotisly with ils lirst publication eisewltere, registered
m lthe office of Agriculture by the autitor, or his legal represctua.
tive, and lilither, tliat the work shali be printed 11n(1 publisicl
in Canada one month after the publication or prodtction eise-

here." nli tit event of the author not taking advattage of this
clause, tlct the goverinmtuent are ai iberty to grant a lîceise to any
person applying to printt lite vork, tiponl li s agreemtlgto pay Io lthe
athlior,ortie prol ietoroflthe work, a royaltyof ten per ceit.oi the
retail price of each cop» of lthe wvork so produced, the goveri-
ment collecting the io alit. This clearly shows that it was he
intention of the goternmieit, while prolectog tlie m.eress of
tIhe printiig trade, also to secuire to lthe people mtable e<tiuonis
of popuilar books ai reasoinable prices. Siice te pa age of the

'nited States Copyright Act, il can easîiy bc seen that tlIe

prices placed on lthe books by .\meric tiap lisiers are su iigi
as to put lient olitside of lthe reacht of tei builk of it rc.lmg
pusblic. in Cantadia.

A HUGE SHIPMENT.O N of site largest shipiîments of writing paper that ever
came mio Caiada lias just been received b m Warwick
Bros. & Rutter. Il conprises o cases,<untaming

5,ooo reamris, or icarly 50 tons. It arrived lier tlie i·armatiat,
and inicludes the firms's leading brands. .lkhorn, )sgoode, War
wick Special. P1rinters' Fiie, etc. This fire" seeis tlo lie for
going aiead in spite of the hard lunes thai seen to> exist amîîong
Iaper and stationery iotses. A firmt that ca hiiold ils owt aI
present miuist ie weil manage(. nst ithave propt r gonds. antd
muust commt:ttand tlie respect and contideice of the trate io whiclt
il caters.

I.etters patent iase beci issuîed to (it P'laintdeaier Printmîg
and ltblislmiig Co. of ( )wenî Souitd (1.td.), wiith a capital of
$.,ooo. 'l'île etmctîbers of tte compan are Willi.am11 Pattisoin
Talford, banker . William i lowey, geatleiani ; "seplIh i.an1g,
journalist, and Joseih .leClelland. ltastrer. all of Cwen Sounîd,
and Robert Alexander Stark. (Coiutt of Grey, lumber maanufac
turer. h'lie object is ta carry an a general prntiniig business and
publisht a iewssspaper.


