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A VISITOR to Toronto duiing January was Mr. D.
C. Cameron, nf Rat Portage, president of the On-

tari0 and Western Lumber Co., wbich, more than a year
ago obtained control of the milling interests of the
KCeewatin, Rat Portage and Nornman districts, and in
e0onnection with which important litigalion is now in
Progress. Mr. Cameron dlaims, as a result of this
1Conabination, that lumber to the consumner bas been
reduced ail round about $i.no per bono. His
ComIpany will continue on the lines on wbicb it was
Organized. The removal of the duty on lumber bas
resultedin st.mln î t he thoughe in of lumberbto

this was comning into the country in such quantities as
10 inaterially effect local trade. The lumber business
Of the northwest in the last îwo years, bas
shOý'fn a falling off ni about jo%. The total consomp-
tion in 1892 in Manitoba bad been between 8o,ono,ooo
andi 1O,ooo,ooo, wbilst now it was under 50,000,000.
lb15s reduction in trade was atîributed 10 the desire on
the Part nf farmers to curtail expenditures on im-
Provements and economize generally, because ni the
coritiercial depression. Time worild right Ibis difficulty,
th Ough Mr. Cameron does not anticipate any inmmediate

hni 0 business.

Quite a number ni lumbermen, I find, are tbinkîng
along the line ni establishing a supply yard in Toronto
for the distribution of lumber. In my rounds the other
da1y 1 met one man who longed for someone to drop in
On hbu with $50,000 to make a start in this direction. He
Said the necessity for such a movernent was sbowinig
itself at every point. He was speaking specially of the
liardw(Odt trades. " Our firm," said he, " are receiving
Orders for hardwood constantly that requires an effort
Sonietrnes to strike tbe spot where we can secure tbe par-
ltular Wood needed. Hardwoods are so scattered, a

fiutiebere anti a littie tbere, that when an order is ieceived
fo atixed carload of hardwoods it is sometirnes irn-

Possible to f111 it. If there was a central yard in Tor-
tiflto, where a supply was kept aIl the time, much trade
that goes past lumbermen to-day would be secured."
Itold mny frienti that if 1 came across somebody with an

odd4 $50,o0o I would let bim know, but aIl the saine 1
find that be voices the views of a gond rnany others,
t4ough there seems to be difficulties in the way oifgetîing
stlCh 21 novement set on foot. There is just too mucb
X'at' Of cohesion amongst lumberinen in this part ni the

J. G. Scott, manager ni the Pacific Coast Lumber Co.,
N~ew WVestmninster, B.C.. writes :" In your ELI column,
Jantiary number, I observe you talk some about shingies
aiId'Publisb the opinions ofione Mr. McBean as to the
inth ofn the B. C. red cedar article. Now, I1 bolti

thlt' seminently unfair for you to give any publication
tovague, indefinite statement madie by anyone on this

point ' Despite adverse criticism by parties inleresteti,
1feel assured that these shingles bave got mbt Ontario

to StaY and will make a tecorti for tbernselves, but if
1113one bas any points to bring out against them it wili

binteresting to tbe B. C. sbingle makers to bear it
exPressed definitely and specifically. We want to know

fet . rtiular lot referretito ; ifithere wasfa visible de
if i1 'ang emanufacture ointhe quaiîy ofthe timber;
as ntiight on tbe oi tbey were jamrned close together

Zn b9te tone with green white pine sbingles or if
ai eonSense was useti in laying andi tbe sbingles laid
as*ht~ of an inch apart,to prevenî buigingwbensoaked,

di5 "' ecessary witb kiln dried shingles. lIfa *case nf
f satisfaction exist and particulars such as above are
rOibet, we may be able to trace tbe reas'on to a

S'PeCifiC Cause. As în tbe test tbese sbingles are put to
byteweatber in tbis Province, let somte one express an

tptonon that who bas spent twelve moons in this

glorinuis clîrnate and we may beai sometbing ni tbe in-
tensity and penetrating powers ni our rain storns ;
tbe east rains back borne are simply ot in it. No
Mr. Eli we are not rnaking a mnarket for tbese shingles
by abusing tbe merits ni wbite pine or any otber sbiogle
but purely on tbeir nwn merits anti the users ni tbem are
tbe judges. We are not airaid ni resulîs where tbey are
useti and known, but we woulti just as soon you would
ot beati us off wbere tbey are not known by prejudicing

people against tbem beinre tbey bave tried tbem."

A week ago 1 droppeti mbo tbe office of Mr. J. H.
Eyer, lumber mercbant, Toronto, and wbile we were
cbatting on lumber matters, Mr. D. C. Burke, ni Hawke-
stone, Ont., joined us. Mr. Burke, at one tiîne and an-
other, bas been an active man ni affairs. Just at present
he is operating a mîlI at tbe point named in Simcne
county. " I am cutting a gond deal ni black asb," said
Mr. Burke, " tbougb not baving any very large quantity
ofithîs wood on my landi ; but wbat 1 bave is ni fine
quality. Tbere is aiso coosiderable bircb wbere I arn
nperating tbe mil], but tbe greatest drawback to cutting
bircb is the amount ni colis tbat accurnulate anti are
wortb hardly anytbing. 1 shippeti sorne bircb culîs to
Toronto a iew days ago tbat wilI bardly net me $3 a ion>."
1 asketi Mr. Burke wbat be îbougbt ni the future ni
bircb, seeing that there is considerable talk ni tbis wood
taking a fi ont position. His repiy was tbat he believeti
tbat there would be a larger demand for bircb in the
years to come tban tbere had been in tbe past. " It is
like ibis," be continueti, " bircb is a close-graineti Wood,
anti iî makes up nicely for mantels, closets, as well as
general articles ni furniture. Only a sbort time ago I
gol ont ;; number of samples ni tbis wood fora manufac-
turer nf mantels anti closets, to be sent to (;reat Britain,
.rnd nnw 1 am getlting back gond reports andi will be
able 10 place sorne ni rny timber for tbese purposes. In
tbe manufactifre ni manrels and cabinet gonds tbere is
neeti for sucb stuif, andti iis gives a gond nppnrtunity
to work up tbe srnall wood in birch."* Mr. Burke is
taken witb tlîe notion tbat there is ani npeoing at a cen-
tral point like Toronto for a milI tbat would make a
specialty ni cuttiog up bardwoods for manufacture.
" Tbe trouble is," be said, " wben one operales a saw
mîlI in a country district be is confinet 1 tbe particular
wood that is in bis locality, and wben it becomes ex-
bausteti be is obliged to gel out and gel somewbere else
wbere there is a supply. In Toronto I coulti draw my
supplies frorn a hundred different sources and obtain a
gond cboice as well as agond variety." It was suggested
by Mr. Eyer, in tbe conversation, that tbe trouble
wouid be to secure favorable freight rates. Mr. Buîke
tboîîgbt that tbis difictilty could be overcome if tbe rail-ý
ways saw tbat tbey were likely to secure a profitable
trade for a continunus perinti ni lime, tbat it would be to
their interesîs 10 make rates tbat would encourage this
business. With sorne knowledge of how raiiways
bantile Ibis kind ni business, I ar not so sure that Mr.
Burke's sanguine expectations would be realizeti.

Dulutb, 1 notice, is bobbing up as a competitive
point in wbite pine. We bave beard of some sbipmeots
from tbere cnming in Canada, but 1 do ot know tbat
there is anyîhing 10 worry over ini tbis particular. Fiomn
a conversation, bowever, I had a few weeks since witb
Mr. C. H. Clark, I would iancy tbat Dulutb pine is cer-
tain 10 corne int competilion on the Ainerican market
witb stocks frorn Canada anti also Micbigan. Mr.
Clark, it will be rernembereti by rnany, was for a tiozen
years or more ideoîifled witb tbe lumber trade in tbe
Barrie section, and travelleti extensively for Burton
Bros. Wben tbeir mill was destroyeti by fire about
a year ago, Mr. Clark fouod il oecessary 10 look arounti
for nîber fields 10 conqmer. He matie a trip tbrough
different parts ni tbe States, and finally struck Dulutb.
He is quite entbusiastic ni tbe possibilities ni tbal coun-
try for lumbermen. There is o enti ni lumber tbere,
be tells us, and some ni îbe best milîs in the country, in
bis jutigment, are founti in tbat district. Mr. Clark bas
about matie up bis mind, I tbink, 10 bang nut bis shingle
in Dulutb. At present he is spending a few weeks in
Canada. He says that the pine ni tbat district will
compare favorably witb Canadian white pîne. In tbe
better grades prob;aWy Canada is abeati, but for avei-

age quality tbey run parailel. A gond deal ni Duluth
lumber bas in tbe past gone ioto the western slates, but
the tratie nnw are bidding vigorously for business in tbe
easîern states, and il is there that it cornes mbt conîpe-
lîlion wiîb Canatian pine. I fear, as is tbe case 100

oiîeo witb aIl new territories, the disposition is 10 make
sales, without full regard to the real value ni the timber
sold. We see bnw this business is nperating in soutbern
tomber, as is renîarked elsewhere by Mr. Meaney.
Tirne rights ail tbese difficulties, because aiter a wbile
men see bnw fooiisb il is 10 tbrow away goond roney,
but at the particular time bavoc is playeti witb trade by
Ibhis constant throwing on the market ni stocks at profit-
less prices. Speaking ni Duluth conditions, I have
corne across an opinion expressed by Mr. J. J. Rupp, of
Saginaw, wbo, wiîb certain associates, nwns about
400,000,000 fée, ni standing timber near Dulutb. Mr.
Rupp is also interesteti in Canadian lumbering, having
a miii at Three Rivers, Que., whicb be is now working
acîively. So far as regards competilion between Unitedi
States and Canadian lumber, be bas said ; " Stumpage
will average bigber in Canada tban in the Dulutb dis-
tricl, anti il costs considerable more 10 gel in supplies
anti to manufacture ; but, on the otber band, ireight
rates t0 Albany anti New York are from $i 10 $i.5n
better tb an froni the head ni the iakes. There wiil be a
continunus and gond market for ahl the white pine n0w
standing in Duluth."

Speaking the nîber day witb Mr. Thomas Meaney,
manager aI Toronto for Robt. Thomnson & Co., 1 was
interested in some ni bis cnîniments on the cbange in
iumber prices in a iew years. To-day, ever>body is
bernoaning tbe condition ni the shingle mnarket. This
bas apparently been going irorn bad 10 wnrse for some
lime, so that the business to-day is a complete tirug,
wheîber one tbinks ni white pine sI'ingies or ni the reti
cedar shingles ni Britisb Columbia On the admission
ni tbe lumbermen ni the Pacific Coast o money is be-
ing matie there, anti il is bard t0 know bow anynne can
get a profit nul ni white pine shingles, when prices bave,
in sorne cases, been cut as low as $1.70. " Go back
eight or ten years," saiti Mi. Meaney, " anti conditions
were very différent. Shingles were then bringing easiiy

$2.5o, but on the nîher band common lumber was down
as lnw as $6.oo, wbere n0w shingies are down, ant Iis
lumber wortb $mmi. or $12." I s'as interesteti in getting
Mr. Meaney's view ni southern pine. He saidti Iat
certaînly Georgia pine was being solti to o smali extent
in Ontario. Some ni the southern milîs are representeti
bere, anti their agents are tioing ail tbe business that
wili corne along their way. He believeti therc was
snmetbing in the complairit ni the iurnber s-cduùaof the
Board ,f Tratje tbat arct ', ii,. jù,îers ni witîh
a'J'vantage to their clients ant i eip t0 the lumber in,
dustries ni the country, use white pine, wbere in many
cases tbey '.merc recomnmending sofými wnod. It
stooti to reaýc - ;ta F;ii t!iah posesses as much resîn-
nus mialter as yeilow pine would help to feeti a fine, as
seems 10 bave been proven by tbe unfortunate events in
Toronto turing tbe past monîb. The worst feature ni
businiess in soutbern pine anti this view, as far as 1
know, is voiceti by iurnbermen in the eastern S >tates as weli
as in Canada, is tbe ridiculous price at wvhicb il is solti.
Just thînk ni Ibis pine being bougbt at tbe milîs at $4.
a mono. Wbere cornes any margin for labor, anti aliow-
ance for capital investeti in milîs, anti cost of managiog
the same ? I remindeti Mr. Meaney that even the
southemo lumbermen tbemseives were cornplainîng ni
tbese conditions. Only tiuring the past monîb several
meetings anti consultations among leading men in this
line in Missouri anti Arkansas bave been belti trying to
devise some way t0 better tbeir condition anti rai.3e
prices up somewhere near a faim living profit. A plan is
on foot to fomm a permanent organization taking in these
two states anti Texas, Louisiana anti Georgia, if pos-
sible. As tbe Tradesman, Chattanooga, Teon., bas saiti,
the greal trouble witb yellow pine men in the past bas
been a mutuai disposition anti unwiiiingness t0 let each
oîber know the situation. Each one bas kept bis output
anti business entirely to bimseif, anti been unwiiiing 10

let anynne else know wbat bis condition was. To-day
a result ni tbis poiicy is plainly maniiestin1 the lumber-
men's baok accourits anti dividentis


