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in the schools below ; to draw into the
public schools children from every class of
families amongst us; and to elevate the
whole tone of public sentiment on the
subject of popular education. Strangers
are taken to see the products of mind in
‘this school, a8 well as the triumphs of
machinery and muscular labour in our
mills.

Banaor, Maine.—At the time our high
Schools were established, there were no
less than three flourishing private schools
for advancing scholars, and a large num-
ber of smaller establishments for younger
pupils ; and the wealthier families were
Mmost of them, averse to the change of
System. It was, indeed, carried through
the city councils by the mechanics of the
City. At first it was only a high school
for boys. We succeeded in procuring a
Preceptor of first rate acequirementsa nd
Capacity—our present teacher for that
School.  Such was the success of the ex-
Periment, and such the enthusjasm got
Up by this school, thatin a few months,
the private schools for boys failed from
Want of pupils. Shortly afeer, a hich
Sthool for giils was instituted with no less
Success; and since 1836-—the first high
School went into operation in 1835——
Private schools, except for small scholars,
®d for these miostly on account of the
Crowded state of our primary schools have
Ceaged. And this, too, notwithstanding
Sur high schools, and an intermediate
8tade hetween these and the primary,
Called gelect schools, have been crowded,
* that the scholars have been kept back

&u their acquirements entitled thein to

Yance. Nothing I have ever witnessed

*low at fifty per cent.

~—a

in school improvement has equalled the
change these schools wrought in the
state of education here. We wrought
out a system of our own, and with great
labour, and in the face of no small oppo-
sition, have carried it through the schools
in the city proper. Our schools are a
regular grade from infant classes (those
too young to study) to the high schools,
four, or as it operates, five regular grades.
In all cases the advance is controlled by
attainments, so that each scholaris look-
ing up to the next degree above him, until
he reaches the high school, and then his
next step, if pursuing a liberal education,
is the university. And we have the fullest
evidence that no pupils enter the universi-
ties of our state with a better preparation,
or a more thorough training, than the
young men who go directly from our pub-
lic schools.

The improvement of the state of edu-
cation in this-city, which followed has been
wrought out by the establishment of these
schools, and the grading systemn which
grew out of their establishment, is set
The comparison,
indeed, isalimost a contrast, and the alac-
rity with which money is voted to sustain
our schools, even in times of severest
pressure—and such times we have had
with a vengeance—aftords ample testi-
mony to their excellenece.

As to expense, our present system
costs, I presume, not one half of the old.
Few send their children abroad, which,
among the wealthier families, was almost
universally the practice before. We ex-
pend annually, for the support of our
schools, aside from school-houses, be-
tween $8000 and $9000, to a population
of about 12,000.

————

I)IFFICULTIES AND SALARIES OF DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS,

Iy Previous numbers of this Journal we have remarked upon the duties and
®Sponsibilities of District Superintendents ; we will now make some obser-

Vat; .
Stons on their difficulties and salaries.

]m:’Vhen the rare qualifications appropriate- to the office of a District Super-
atten;l?nt a.re pourtmye'd, and when the 1m.portarfce and advantage of his
i isn'mg with sleepless vigilance to each of hw’vaned duties is insisted upon,

Just and proper also to tuke into consideration the difficulties of his gitu-



