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IV. 0dtttou 0e fiongn $#uhtris. as uncovenanted civil judges and magistrates, and in various execu-
tive capacities, and they have not merely been found equal to these
appointments, but have been considered by local Bri ish cfficers as

1. EDUCATION IN BENGAL. capable of higher trust. Formerly "public spirit" was never
At the recent meeting of the Social Science Association in Dublin, known or understood ; but it bas been sEo far developed, that

Mr. Rakhol Das Haldar, a niative of Bengal, read a paper entitled natives may ntow be seen establishing schools, libraries, debating
" Education in Bengal, and its results." More than half a century clubs, hospitals, and other institutions for the common good. To
bas elapsed since the first effort was made for diffusing the European the diffusion of European knowledge is to be a tributed the rise of
system of education and European knowledge in that portion of a class of natives who are considered still to be low in casie-he al.
Indie known as Bengal. Spre millions of znoney have been spent luded to the social advancement of the artisan and manufacturing
towards that object, not only from the Government Treasury, but clafss. Members of these classes cau vie with the Bralhmins and
also from the private purses of nembers of the British nation. othçrs in respectibility and intelligene. A word or two about fe-
Some hundreds of persans have devoted the best part of their lives male education might not be inappropriate before he concluded the
in securing the saie object. It may, therefore, be interesting to subject. The conditioa of HRidu women is pretty well known in
residents in Great Britain and Ireland to have some idea of the Great Britaii and Trelad, Stili, there may now be found Hindu
result of the expenditure of money and of energy and talents for women able to, read and write, and a few literary compositions byzoçial aWehloration in Bengal. In speaking of the early stages of fežnale writers have slready appeared in Bengali periodicals ; but the
British education in Bengal, the nind is carried back to the days female achools have hitherto been failures. Even the Calcutta
when books like the "Young Man's Best Companion," and "The Female School, founded under the auspices of the late Hou. Drin-k.
Universal Letter Writer," were in vogue. Sucb books were import- water Bethune, bas not answered to the expectations originally form-
ed into Bengal long before the cloae, of the lat century. There ed of it ; its present number of pupils, if he was infor med aright,
ifere no public sçhools for English edugation. Those who wished was not more than ten. As to the cause of female education not
to, make themselves serviceable ró the'Engish used to read the above having made a steady progresa, it may be mentioned, that the super-
bosks at home, taking lessobs probably frot ftheir employerÈ. Such stitious Hindus do not educate their daughters, simply on account
men gpner#lly bejosged tg th h ighest castes in Bengal, the Brah- of prejudices, while the educated natives respect too much the.
ndn,the Kayusth, and the Vaidya, whose chief ambition was to be popuIlr opinion. %he. lime has not yet arrived in Bengal, when a
clerks. It was considered higlily unbeconiing for a man of an infe- g ntlepnan will marry only a well-educated and accuomphshed lady.
rior cute to aspire to a clerkshlip. The acqirements of those who Such is a rapid view of improved education iii Bengal and its results.
learnt English were so indifferent, that the students could net even The money and talents expended upon it have not been wholly
write a sentence of their own with correctness. The extent of thrown away. S much bas been done as to promise a better and
scholarship was to be able to read the tales of the Thousand and one brighter future. It is, however, only by a prolonged course of salu-
Nights, whether intelligibly or not. There were no Anglo-Bengali tary discipline, aidçd by friendly external influences, derived from
Dictioniaries mn existence, s that the sfiulents were obliged to collect a free people .and an enligtened Governnent, and carried on
words for their own use. These collections, in the form of manu- through several generations, that his countrymen could hope to
script vocabularies, descended for some tirup fro;» the senior to the reach a standard of character that would fit them for all the digni.
juniôr members of the sam familles, and were the sole help towards fied occupations and pursuits of civilized man.
expressing their. ide!as. Anecdotes are toid and· iaughed over at
the present day, how ludicrously the Bengalis of former days spoke
and wrote the English language, and it is wondered how their Eng- 2. EDUCATION IN DENMARR.
lish employers could.at ail manage thew. As the chief object of TheAltpena correspndent of therorning Post gives an interest-
the greater portion of those who studied the English was to be ing accùnt of the state of Éducahon in Denmark. He says
copyists, great attention was paid to pennanship ; and'in this com- In every parish there are at lesat two, and sometimes three orparatively unimportant branch of English education the Bengalis more, primary schools, which are under the charge of teachers whs
were scarcely inferior to the English themselves. No impression, according to the proposal of the municipal or communal council, ashowever, was made on their minds by the exnample of English life, the case may be, in the town or country; are appointed either by
nor by the perusal of Englisb, books. Their religious prejudices the Bishops or by the M;.nister of Instruction, but who before theirwere nòt shakën. They contented theiselves with deciding tbat nomination must undergo an examination in an establishment spe-
God had established different religions, manners, and customs for cially formed for their training and instruction. The attendance atdi4erept races of ,men, and what wAs good for one nation was not these primary schools is compulsory on all ohildren between nineso for another. They thus pregerved their caste in ail is integrity, and fourteen years of age, at which latter period they generally re-and so faithful were they to their erroneous beliefs that they would ceive the rite of ecclesiastical confirmation. The instruction whichnot drink a drop of water or eat a morsel of food without changing they receive includes reading, arithmetic, and writing, besides reli-
the clothes poUuted by tbe touch of Europeans. It is, therefore, gious triirgsuAnd lessons, on the elements of geography, on thenot te be wondered at, that when a proposition was made for estab.. history of their native country, and occasionally alto on matterslishngpubli schools, the Hindus in BèngaMr' very miich averse connected with natural history. It is a very rare circumstance toto it. They said that a tolerable knòwledge of the English language find any one, even among the poorest, who canmot read and write-,was so far necessary as a means of livelihood; but what would be the and among the army recruits there is scgrcely oue who is not posuse of publie schools ? If a person wished to be a learned man, lie sessed at least of these accomplishments. Tn the primary schools ofshould go to the Professor of SanseMt and be taught the divine Copenhagen a somewhat more extended programme of 'study haSliâstras. But an English school wo4 :dnot o4ly, be useless, but been recogpized, though in the gratis schools there the usual. branch-
might pôssibly be injurious to the inierests of Hinduistm. Of course es only are taught'; but in these schools where the parents pay athe proppsition fur the extension of Eor6pean knowledge in Bengal certain portion of the expense, mathema ics, drawing, &c., are alsohad originated with Englishmen and Christian Missionaries; but it include, and it should be remarked that the attendance at thesewas not without the siypport of a few sagaçious natives like the schools is very large, because even poor parents look upon it as anRajahs Ramiohun Roy aid Radhakant Deb. Before the year affair of honour to contribute something, be it ever so little, towards
182, the Hindu College m:. Calcutta, the Missionàry College at the payment that is required for the instruction of their childrEn.Seriau)pore, and a few mimor schools' were established in the face of In this way the numhçrs who attend the publie schouls of Copenhaéopo tion, ani a perseverence of filty r bas chapged the s'ate gen amount to nearly 7100 scholars of lrth-sexes, which is a very
of things mu 'Bengal. The prejudice whh .was a first supposed to large proportion when the extent of thé population is considered.be insperable. has been broked down io.ethe' ginning free pu- Soue years ago an idea struck oneof the teachers, that it might be
pila were sought after, but at present, nt only are applications from possible to procure for the children attendigtUese achoQlseat op-pay pupils numerous, but also, as a fact strongly illustrating the portunity hy which they might have the benefit of physical recrea-decay of prejudices. many young Hindus may now be seen dissect- tibn during th ibolkkys, by having themn transferred frome.the léïsmug dead bodies iii the Calcutta Medical College-an act no Hindu healthy atmosphere of a large city to the purer air of the country,would have dareçl to perforin fifty years age It, i, a pleasing fact while they would at the same time be withdrawn fromthose temp
te Bri ish philanthrqpists that men, natives of Bengaj, may now be tations which idlenesa in a tovn .ftexi presents. Inconcert with,found bt' hundrèds holding converse with the great ones of the some of his colleagues, he made application in this spirit to variousearth, with the mighty spirits that lWed to instruct and humanize persons in the country, and his appeal to their hospitality was mostthem, with the philosophers, poe s, mathematicians, and orators of succesful. The clergy, landed proprietors, farmers, and even pea.Europe-men who, without English education, would probably bave sapta, hastened to intimate that they woulçl be nost Jiappy .t receiv
been seern worshipping idols, and leadling a most . indolent, if not such children; and those who had the management of the.railwazevicos life. English education, bas retea sa of mep aca ad of steamboata- likewise:gte theiidt o 'the projéetf bfsrtbïbng ngl , epithet originaly applied as a tr 'ro*ç g uitous conveyance to these young passengers. ThedusaLismeducated natives cf Bengal have been appointed by ' the kindneuss to put a great many carrages at the disposal of


