THANKS AMERICA

for a hundred years I could not use all the
stamps my patrons have forced upon me.”

These differences the year has brought
about are not lasting, and are unimportant.
The change that is important, and which
threatens to last a long time, is the differ-
ence in the sentiment of the French people
toward Americans.

Before the war we were not unduly flat-
tering ourselves if we said the attitude of
the French toward the United States was
friendly. There were reasons why they
should regard us at least with tolerance.
We were very good customers. From dif-
ferent parts of France we imported wines
and silks. In Paris we spent, some of us
spent, millions on jewels and clothes. In
automobiles and on Cook’s tours every sum-
mer Americans scattered money from Brit-
tany to Marseilles. They were the natural
prey of Parisian hotel-keepers, restaurants,
milliners, and dressmakers. We were a sis-
ter republic, the two countries swapped stat-
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