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taken of this appeal ; until, towards the end of tlic Ses-

sion of 1839, the Uishop of London, in the House of

[iords, not only called the attention of the Government

to the Report, but moved an address to Her ^lajesty,

praying for an inquiry as to the extent to whieh the

causes of the disease—stated by the Poor-Law Commis-

sioners t- nrevail among the labouring classes of the

metropolis—[jrcviiil also among the labouring classes in

other parts of the kingdom. This address being carried,

Lord John Russell directed the Poor-Law Board to in-

stitute such an inquiry, and the Commissioners, in the

month of November following, gave instructions accord-

ingly to their assistants. They likewise addressed letters

to the several Boards of Guardians, as wc^U as to their

medical officers, requesting them severally to furnish

answers to a scries of (questions enclosed : besides which,

a circular letter to the dispensary-surgeons and medical

practitioners having been forwarded to the provosts of

Scotch Burghs, a resolution was passed by the College

of Surgeons of Edinburgh, recommending that all mem-

bers and licentiates of that body should give every

aid to this inquiry. In due time, from a number of

medical men, residing in different towns and districts of

Scotland, as well as of England, very valuable reports

were obtained.

As soon as this mass of MS. was collected in Somer-

set House, its bulk being evidently more than the Com-

missioners or Parliament could find leisure to examine,

the Secretary of the Board was directed to digest it;

and, after comparing its various statements with such


