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(listriliiifi's clotliiiiir ami futxl, to roncilintc yuiir frieiul^Iiip; it Bench finth ainoiii.'

you, fftl>itie<l ropics of flio liilile, tracts I'lill of irror, frtlstlio<Kl iiikI hlusiditiiiy,

tliiit it may sow in your iiii<l>t tin' sicds of pcrvtrsi" doctriiKs. < Hi I hcwan of

thoso gift* of fiiiso fricinlsliip ; atoiulfastly rcfiiMc to rfceivo tluHc hooks, or cast

tliiiii into tlio tlanits : if you KiiictTeiy (K-sire your own Miivation, ami that of

your ( iiiidnn, do not allow those incssnijjorK of trror to fUtiT your houMs.

For, as St. I'liul says, ulutt cnnrord hiilh Chritt with UcImI t Or irhal part hn/h the

/iiilhf'iil in'th till' unlnlirirr f (II Cor., VI 15.)

Tlif more precious our trt-asure is, tlie grcntiT bIiouIiI be our euro to avoid

aiiytiiiiitr that may de>troy it. Learn henee witii what ie;don.<y you should watch

over the |irc.-icrvatiou of your faith. " Tliis virtue. »iuys the Holy Council of

"Trent, {Scks. VI. c/i. f^.) is tlie bejjinninir of man's .salvation ; the foundation

"and root of all justitioatioii, (//kZ irii/ioiif it, accordiii;^ to tlio Apostle, i'< w
^^ impoxftif/lelo i>tt:iii<i- (iixl. (Ilehrews, XI. (!)

"

'• Faitli, says Pius IX, is the mistress of life, tlio guide to salvation, tiio

"destruction of :ill vice, tin- mother and ]>owerfiil siistoniinec of all virtue; it

" siu'ds the bounteous rays of its light on all nations, making them bow under

" the yoke of Jesus-Christ, anuoiincing to them jjeace and hai>pinefb." (l-'iuy-

clical htlcr, 9th Aoicmber 184G.)

IJiit you mu.st bear in mind. Dearest Brethren, " that faitli nilaccompanied
" l>y hope and charity cannot unite us to Christ. Tlierefore it is true, in tiiemost

" absolute sense, to eay tiiat faith witiiout good works is dead and useless."

{CuHUcil of Trent, ut». VJ I. chap. 7.) If thou vilt tntcr into h'/t, t;ays Christ, kerp the

comiiiamliiuni.^. (Matthew, XIX. 17.) God who created man wlioliy, body and

soul, de^-ires to be honoured by man wholly. Hence, he requires that man pay

him, by faith, tiie homago of liis intelligence, and by his c.xterior works, manifest

his submission to tlie supreme dominion of the Creator. " AVithout good works
" faith cannot please God, nor will God accept g'od works without faitli. It is

" not iu the sole practice of virtue, or in the exclusive obsi^rvatioii of the j>rcccpts

" but in their union with taitli that we must seek out the path that leatls to life

"eternal." {Letter >•/ I'im IX in iln' Jluho/m of Aimlrin, IT/A .Vnnh IhiJK.)

To etfcctiiafe a union so de.-ir.dile, so iieeepsary, betwi en taitli and good works,

yon should not neglect any I cciision of instructing yourselves in the christian

doctrine, whether by attending regularly at the in>triietions givi^n to you, by

your pH.itors on Sundays and Holidays, in aecordunci! with the ordinance of our

mother tiie Chiiivh.ur by reading good books, cho.sen and ujipioved by your spi-

ritual guides.

Ajiproaeli l'ie'|Uently the holy sacrenicnt of I'cnaiice, in order to purify your
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