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nC useful kiio\vl»!(lgt\ sqimiidrrcW Uirir time iiitliosludy ot'tlio laimkii

legomls of protended Biiintis jiiul inartyrM, c»r in coniposin;^ histories (.

qunlly fuhtilotiH.

'I'liis woful corruption of ilortrino and monilH m ilm f;lcr«»y wns lol.

lowed, 08 might hn uxpoctnd, hy n vciy yonoral «l(!pravity ot'lhn rom-

men |)copIo ; and (hough >vn rnnnot suppose; that (iod loft hiniscll'alt,,.

gcthor without witnrssra inlhisehirk pcriorl, yr.t tlicimmhor of lhctiiil\

Ihithful had dwindled do«n to a m(;re rpmnunt, tnid tlut wido-sproadin-

defection seemed to call nloud for the judgment of heaven. In view r,i

this dcplorahlc state of Christianity, anterior to th(» appcHraneo ofMu.
]iommed, wo are prcpurcd to admit at once the justness ofthe foIlowiii;r

remarkfi upon the moral ends designed to he aecomplished hy Pro\|.

denec in permitting this desolating scourge to arise ut thi^ purliciilar

crisis of the world.
** At length,'' says Prideaux, *' having wearied the patience and lori«.

flufTering of God, he raised up the Saracens to ho the instruments oflns

wrath to punish them for it; who, taking advantage of the weakness of

their power, and the distraction oi' coiuiscls which their divisions Irad

caused among them, overran, with a terrildo devastation, all the cast.

crn provinces of tho Roman empire. And having fixed that tyranny q.

ver them which hath ever since afllicted those parts of the world, turu-

e<l every where their churches into mosques, and their worship into a

horrid superstition ; and instead of that holy religion wbioh they hada-

bused, forced on them the ahominahlo imposture of Mahomet.—Thus

those once glorious and most flourishing churches, for a punishment oi

their wickedness, being given up to the insult, ravage, and scorn of llie

'.vorst of enemies, were overwhelmed with such terrible destruction as

reduced them to that low and miserable condition tinder which they have

ever since groaned ; the all-wise Providence of God seeming to continue

them thus unto this day under the pride and persecution of Mahometan
tyranny, for no other end but to be an example and warning unto others

against the wickedness ofseparation and division."
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