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oourfe than by obferving the fun and flars. Their navigation B O^o K

was of confequence uncertain and limid. They durft feldom c—v—i^-
quit fight of land, but crept along the coaft, expofed to all

the dangers, and retarded by all the obftrudtions, unavoidable

in holding fuch an aukward courfe. An incredible length of

time was requifite for performing voyages, which are now
fnii(hed in a fhort fpace. Even in the milded climates, and in

feas the leaft tempeftuous, it was only during the fummer

months that the ancients ventured out of their harbours. The
remainder of the year was loft in inadivity. It would have

been deemed moft inconfiderate raflinefs to have braved the

fury of the winds and waves during the winter *.

While both the fcience and pradice of navigation conti-

nued to be fo defedtive, it was an undertaking of no fmall diffi*

culty and danger to vifit any remote region of the earth. Under"

every diladvantage, however, the adive fpirit of commerce ex-

erted itfelf. The Egyptians, foon after the eftablifhment of Navigation

their monarchy, are faid to have opened a trade between the merco°^'the

Arabian Gulph or Red Sea, and the weftern coaft of the great Egypt'*"'*

Indian continent. The commodities which they imported from

the eaft, were carried by land from the Arabian Gulph to the

banks of the Nile, and conveyed down that river to the Me-
diterranean. But if the Egyptians in early times applied them-

felves to commerce, their attention to it was of ft\ort duration.

The fertile foil and mild climate of Egypt produced the ne-

ceflaries and comforts of life with fuch profufion, as rendered

its inhabitants To independent of other countries, that it became

an eftablilhed maxim among that people, whofe ideas and

* Vegetius de Re milit. lib. iv.

inftitutions
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