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of difcovery. The care of this expedition,

which was agitated and determined during

my fecond vifit to Peterlbnrgh in 1785, is

committed to Captain Billings, an Englifla

naval officer in the Ruffian fervice, who is

well qualified to condud fuch an undertaking,

as he accompanied Captain Cook in his laft

celebrated voyage to the Pacific Ocean. I

fhall briefly ftate the plan and purport of thi^

expedition.

According to its firft objedl, Captain Bil-

lings is to proceed by Irkutik, Yakutik, and

Okotfk, to Kovimlkoi Oftrog : having traced

the courfe of the Kovyma, and fettled by

aftronomical obfervations the exadt pofition

of its mouth, he will endeavour to delineate

the coafts extending from that point to Cape

North, the utmofl period of Cook's navi-

gation on the North-eaftern (hores of Siberia.

For this purpofe he will embark in fuch vef-

fcls as are ufually employed for coafting

voyages in the Frozen Ocean ; fix the longi-

tude and latitude of ths principal parts by

agronomical obfervations ; form exadl charts

of the bays and inlets which he may have

occalion to explore; and caufe views to bo

taken of the bearings, head-lands, and re*
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