
ImI'I'KIAI. UllU'ROCITV

I'l'llfl'I'llH l>f Allioiilil of

All ml viilo <'ii(ttiiliiH

r«'iii «l(ii) iif iliitli'N

til |i.i'. Ill) now
I'lHrl^ll |||||||M. I'lllHt'll.

Ill (iri'.'it Itrlttiln aiul
Jri'iiiiiil i:jl,8iiH,H'j(l iin.N27,(HKi

III liulhi,(^-yli>ii.Sti'iiltH

Si'llii'iiiciits, I..1I11111II

iiiHl Miiiirlllurt J.7iil,«i»7 :i,fJ7.:tlil

III < iiiiiiilii lUKl New
I'oiiiiilhiiKl l.ll;i,»HMl 1,i:til.77.'.

Ill Aii'.lniliihlii 7l!»,:«ll 7,l"."J.ii:il

III Wi'Nl lllllli'M, Ilntl-

iluniH and ItrlilHli

(iiiiiiiui ;!r.:.,stM; iii'.Ml.'i

III Arii.il 117.771 i,i7r.,j:;(i

III <;ilirMliiir. Miiltii,

llcrniiiilii iiml lli<-

Falklaiiil InIiiikIm .. 17,(HM l.'7.711

i::»7,i(M,()'Ji £a7.iMi».j7i

A kIiiiii-i' at llili Ntnlt'iiicnt HhowM tliut n

L'hiinK<- fndii the pii'scnt systiMii of Icvylii;;

I'llHtoiiis (lllllcs Id one of llllcriial fl'fc

tniilr. wIMi nil oiitwani Iinpcrliil tarllT of

11.1 prr ('(Mil., wciiilil occasion an liicrv'i;sc

In the aiiioiiiit ralHcil in (irrat llrllalti of

'Mi per cent., but tlinl. in tin* cast- of tlic

colonli'H and dopcndfiu'lcs, the fi>llo\vliiK

liiiini'iisc limHcs of revenue from customs

woiiM be sustained:
Per Cent.

Ill India, etc :J1

III raiiiidii, etc (t.'i

III Anslnilasia K)
III West IndicH, etc fli;

In Africa iC
III Cllmiltar. etc Sit

To make up these l<>ss<>s by a resopt to

diPoiM taxation would be a ''oiirse utterly

Impossible for any colonial statesman, and.

in Canada. It would be one of doubtful le-

gallty. It ml».'ht be claimed that Creal
Krltjiiii would make up the d<>tlclenc|cH out

of her Increased revenue from customs, but.

this Cdurse would no doubt be ileenied as

Imitracticable as any other.

Kroni the forepdiitf it si-ems plain that In-

t<r-I5rltisli free trade would utterly deniiiu'

the tli'.ances of all the posKesslons. Indeed.

it lulRht be argued that demanding It

voidd be an Interferenco "with the exist

In;; rl^'hts of local parliaments, as re^nrds
local alTairs." It follows tli.it the iiiaiiacc

meiit of the various rtrllisli tarifT-. how-
ever chaotic and void of i»rlnciple tliey

may appear, must be left to the authorities
at pr€>sent in oharKe of them, and nny siik

«estlon for nKKllfyiiiK them must bo mail •

with the greatest <-are. and with due con-

sideration for tlie flnanclnl necessities of

each separate p<>s8es.slon. In the |>roceed

Ings of the first Colonial (Vinference tbl«

was fully recognized and at the same time

the policy of dlwirlnilnallon In favor «if

ItrltlKii comnieice was diKCUHMi d. Un the

latter point. .Mr. Service (from N Ictortn)

eXplCMHCd hIniHelf IIH fniloWH:

"I miiHt Hiiy that uhllMi the <|ue-<tton of

a common tarllT ihrouuliout the whole Km-
pile liiiH been niiMiietl a^aln and aKiilib

it has always M'emed to me lni|ioHHllile,

probably because I did not tliinU It out. 1

knew It was ImposHllde for the .\iistrallaii

colotiicN, for examide, or Canada, to ac-

cept the priiK^lple of ciHiimercliil liitnrc<Min»e

wlileli exists In i;iiKland. lint I miwt <-r>ii-

fesK tliiit a rem.Ilk that fell from Sir Sam-
uel Criftlllis awakened a new sei of Ideas

in my iiiIikI: and that was, 'that It wiih not

necessary that all the coiii|ioneiit pails of

the rCiiipire should lia\e the same tariff In

order to carry out this Idea that Is to tuiy,

'that If you placed a dllTerentlnl duty as

betwein the liiijierial iM'odiict-' and the
fiirck;ii products, it would not matter what
the precise local lurllT hajipened to be.' I

never liNiked .it tlie matter In that ll^ht

before, but I have thought iiboiit It a giKjii

deal slnc(>, and I inUHt say It appears to nie

at present that there Is a (food deal In that
point." Sir Samuel Orlftlths, from (iuiM-nH-

laiid. ill his letter of Manli 'J:H, ^HH7. to

the Sccietaiy of State for the ('olonles,

wrote on till- siinie subject as follows:

"I hope that an opportunity may n<rls"

during the conference of diHcnssIng the
practicability of cons<i|ldatlng and main-
taining the unity of the Kmpire liy tiddliiK

to the e.sisiliiK bonds a deiinlte recognition
of the pilncliile that Her .Majesty's Hub-
ji'cts, as such, have a <'omniunlty
of material Interests as distliiKulsheil

from the rest of the world; and
of conshierinK liow far effect may
be kIvcm to this iirlneliile by the sev-
eral countries formliiu' jtart of Her Mn-
Jesty's dominiciiis alTordlii« (o each otJier

couinieicjal cdiicesslons and advantages
k'roater than tlii>se which are grantwl to
subjects of other slates. \Vlth<Mit for a
moment suggesting any interference with
the freedom of each legislature to deal witli

the tariff of the country under Its jurls-
dic.tloli. I coiictdve that suidi freedom !«

not incompatible wltli :\ general recognition
of liie prln<lple, that when nny article Is

subjected to a duty on lmi>ortatlon a
higher duly slinuld hi' liiipo«ed on gyxMls
e< iiiiiiu from foreign countries than on thoso
Imported from Her Majesty's dominions.'"
The same polley was endorsed by the

gemral committee of the Imperial Federn-
Uon League In tJanada, et a meeting held at


