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cannot now exactly say liow long before the 15th day of July^

1870, but at the time I signed the deed in 1872 to Mr. Clarke of

said land, in prese71.cc of several witnesses, I was more able to

calculate tlie length of time I had lived on the land, and stated

it at the time, and then believed and still believe the same to be

correct."

In May, 1879, 1 made a solemn declaration, which "was read

to me in French and English, and it is now read to me again, and
I swear the same is correct, to the very best of my belief and
knowledge."

In July, 1870, " I was sent for to my place at Two Little

Pomts by the Hudson's Bay Companj- and threatened if I did not

go to West Lynne. I went there and was brought before a

lawyer from Winnipeg, Mr. Blanchard, and Alexander Scott, of

the Marais, acted as interpreter. Scott cannot speak French half

as well as I speak English, and I thought it strange at the time

why he sliould be asked to translate, but it was Mr. Blanchard

who read the paper to us in English, and at the time we were all

more or less under the influence of whiskey. I am now shown
the declaration in question, and swear I did not intend to make
any such declaration, nor did I understand that I was made to

declare any such things as ai'e set forth in said declaration. /
never did declare that I did not understand English, because it

would be false, as I do speak English passably well, and I under-

stand it also."

" I did not knowingly declare that I only sold twelve chains

of land to Mr. Clarke, because I sold him twenty chains." I

had stated so to Mr. D'Auteuil, surveyor, in 1871, and to Mr.
Martin, and other surveyors, and the number of chains was de-

creased when the deed was drawn, and twenty-four was men-
tioned, and ultimately twenty chains was inserted in the deed.

I settled on lot 5 a great many years before the transfer,
'' and my father-in-law, Larvecque, was living on what is now lot

7, and had lived there for a year before I went on lot 5." He
had a good log house on the lot. He moved oft". " My iather-in-

law gave me his lot, now seven (7), which was alongside the one
I settled on, now five (5), together with the building on it. I

had my cattle in that building all winter, and built a house for

myself on lot five (5). 1 continued to use the building on lot

seven (7), and some years after, for my own convenience, I

moved it closer to my house. This stable, together with another

which I will describe hereafter, were standing and in use when I

sold the propel ty to Mr. Clarke, and were still standing for about
a year after, when some one must have stolen away the timber.

I explained all this to Mr. Clarke at the time I sold him the land,

to show him that my title was good," etc.


