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the railH wore laid at iho rate of from 2\ to 4 mili>s per day diirinj^

tlio working HCHHoiis. 'JMio v.oni of tho liitcM'-Cyolonial liailway \vnn

8,600/. per niilo, wliiuli bo thouf^lit vvaH about tlit' avera^'e cost of

Canadian railways. Tbo cost of course was very niucb lews tban
tbat in En^d.uid, ihou^di it was dearer tban in tbo United
StatoH, bo(;auH(! tlic railway.s were bi'tttsr built. Tbo Inter-Colonial

Railway was as substantial a railway as any in Kn<^laii(l, witb tbo

exception tbat it was a single line. JliVerytbing was built in tbb

most solid and best manner. It was not liowever of muob use to

talk about tbo cost of railways, because vvbat was iibcap in ono
country was tbo reverse in anotber. Mr. Robert Stepbenson
Bpeaking in 185G at tbo Institution of Civil JOngineers, stated tbat

tbo cost of making tbo Trent Valley Railway very little exceeded
tbo parliamentary expensiis ineurrcid in ol)taining tbo Act, but of

course in tlie colonies sucb expenses were not incurred. In ' iw

countries government Ian;' was gianted free of cost, and all land

was cbeai), tbo accommodaulon bridges were few, and tbe railways
could be made at a comparatively less sum. It depended upon tbo

class of railway wbetber it was cbeaj) or denr. Probably one of tbe

most expensive colonial lines tbat was ever built was in Ceylon,

wbere a railway was taken for 129 miles at an elevation of 5,280 feet

above tbe sea, at a cost of 20,cjo/. to 24,000/. per mile. At tbo

present moment tbe Government of Ceylon owned 122 miles of

i-ailway, for wbicb tbey did not owe a sii>glo penny, wbilst tbo

railway from Colombo to Kandy bad paid 8, 10, and 12 per cent.

Mr. T. H. Ei-LIOTT said tbat like most of tbo previous speakers

lie bad been mucb impressed by tbe paper, wbicb was an admirable
summary of tbe commercial statistics of Canada. He had noticed

witb esp -'cial interest tbe remarkable extent to wbicb Government
inter I'erentc appeared to be carried in Canada; in almost every

direction Government aid was indicated. Mr. Colmer bad I'oferred

to Government experimental farms. Government commissions of

in([uiry as to minerals, and especially to the very extensive Govern-
ment assistance in railway matters. It would be very interesting

to know to what extent tbey might attribute the Canadian success

to this active co-operation and assistance on tbe part of the

Government. It was to be remembered that in Canada in addition

to the Government measures referred to, there was a highly pro-

tective system. If Canada had been fostered by tbat protective

system, and if Government enterprise in diiTerent directions had
really bci n the means of developing the country, tbe fact might
possibly constitute a useful lesson in other directions. The report

of the recent commission of inquiry as to the public works of

Ireland bad just been pi'esented, and possibly a little of the same
enterprise and practical Government assistance might result in the

same development of that country as had been achieved in Canada.
Ho should be glad to have some information from the author as

to the relative position of Canada to the United States. At tbe

pi'esent moment in England there was a notion that a movement
was proceeding in favour of activ^e commercial union witb the

United States, a movement which some feared might develop into


