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Gentlemen: -

Yy Committes unanimously and urgently recommends
al the following appropriations for the Library
aised in the Centennial Campaign;
1. ree additional library assistants $3,600
2 creased funds for books, binding, /{9
and periodiecals 17,000%%".
5. Addition to library building 135,000/
$ 155,600
This recommendation is vased upon the following onsiderations:
1. MeGill Li rary statistices for the past twenty years
show a steady rat f growth and recently a marked increase in
the number of readsrs,
2. MeGill expenditures for assistance and purchases,
when compared with those of some thirty representative American
Ccollege libraries, show that McGill is bpehind institutions of its
size fax in funds for books and in number of Le

3. The present overcrowded condition of the Library
makes it necessary to place books on the floor or on shelves out
of reach, has usag up for storage burposes the study rooms formerly
available, including even the Janitor's quarters and the basement
hall, and makes it impossible to unpack some donations or to
shelve spseial libraries in accordance with the terms of the gifts.

The Library was originally built in 1893 and was enlarged
seven years later. No additional Space has been provided for the
last twenty years. The 1limit of efficient operation was passed
Several years ago; and no successful business could tolsrate
the conditions under vhich library work has to be garried on.

The present congestion not only reacts upon the University itself
but upon posszible donors, and in conjunction with scarcity of
funds, upon the public, who are more and more coming to look

upon MeGill as providing a general reference library. It would
be fatal for McGill to get the reputation of being ill equlpped
for this important ssrvice to the community.

It is obvious that, in asking for further funds, the
Library stands in a different position from other departments
of the University, Any increase in its efficiency is directly




