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place in Manitoba, but, nevcrtheiess, it did take place. We
have te hand il t0 Eiijah Harper and the way in which he
handied tl, knowing that for many decades Aboriginai rights
and Aboriginai conccrnis have net been fuiiy deait with.

Last night I was iying in my bcd watching television, using
the wind as an exampie. The wind biows in different direc-
tions. Sometimes the dust that was biowing ianded on the
Aboriginai peopies; sometimes we endcd up ciutching a leaf.
Lsing that as an example, I have oniy been coiiecting the dust.
Simiiariy. my people have oniy been coiiecting the dust cf the
svstem that exists today. It is covering my people today. along
v,îth the rcst of the people in this country. If there is t0 be any
peace in this country, wc have to think scriousiy about tomer-
row. i do flot think we are thinking about tomorrev.. That is
what is sxrong with this governmcnt today.

Senator Flynn: It is not the goernment.

Senator Watt: The geverfiment cf today is iooking at the
situation and planning strategy from one day te the ncxt, but it
cannot sec what is down the road.

Senator Flynn: 1 do net think you do cither!

Senator Watt: This is an important matter, and il shouid
net be taken iightiy. I urge you. as ILeader of the Gevernmcnt
in the Senate, te take this malter scriousiv, go te the Prime
Minister and have him contact the rest of ihe premiers in this
country immcdiatciy te show some ficxibiiity. because there is
a way te make an amendment te thc Mveech Lake Accord
through thc politicai accord or the companien reselution.
There is ne ccrtainty in tl for the Aboriginai peepies, nor ks
there a certainty for the rest of the people in this country.

Hon. LowelI Murray (Leader of the Government and Min-
ister of State for Federal-Provincial Relations: Honeurabie
senators, the honourable senator was prescrnt on Thursday
night, together with representatives of the ]nuit Tapirisat of
Canada, the Assembiy of Firsi Nations, the Native Ceuncil of
Canada, and the Métis National Council, when I met with
themi and with Miss Campbell, the Mvinister of Justice, and
Mr. Sidden. the Minister of Indian Affairs, te discuss the
agreement rcachcd by the il first ministers here in Ottawa.

The honourable senater wiii recail the conccrns that were
piaccd on the table at that lime, and that werc put forsvard at
that time by representatives of the Aboriginai associations. He
wiii recail the statements I madc to themn at that time aise. In
addition to that, he shouid read the letter the Prime M 1inister
sent te Chief Fontaine on June 18, 1990. In that letter the
Prime Minister cffectively responds, and in a positive way. te
mnany, if net ail, of the peints that were raiscd at the meeting
he and I attcnded on Thursday night.
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Senator Watt: Honourable senalors. I was aI that meeting
but I had net intcnded to refer te what \xcnt on there, but since
the Leader of the Governmcnt has raised the matter I might as
well indicate that il tee is part of my conccrn. What 1 saw at
that meeting was a great deal of confusion on the part of the
people who were making the pica. if you can eaul t that. te the

Aboriginai people. If 1 remember correctiy, what took place on
that day is that the Leader of the Assembiy of Firsi Nations
askcd specificaiiy, "Is there roomn t negotiate?" If 1 aise
rernember correctiy. the repiy was to the effect that there were
no avenues open or no procedure in place to provide for the
negotialions. So I ar n ot so sure that there was sincerity on
the part of the government or a wiiiingness to enter into
negotiations.

Coming back to the Prime Mvinister's proposai, I have read
it, and I understand the content of what is written there in the
offer made to the Indians of Mianitoba. The question is: Is it
icgal and binding'? Does it provide a safeguard t0 the Aborigi-
nal pcople if they accept what is being proposed? 1 do not
think se. If there is no eertainty. I know for a fact that the
Aboriginai people of this country wiii not agree to something
that hoids nothing but false promises. If the Leader of the
Govcrnment can show me that the proposai is legai and
binding, I wiii be the first person 10 take it to Manitoba and
sav, "Lct's make some modifications to this document and
send tl back to the Prime Ninister." The fact is that that
proposai is not binding on the government.

Senator Murray: Honourabie senators, I suggest that the
honourabie senator might want to find the appropriate time to
debate the matter. Obviousiy, he has many views on it to
express. When the honourabie senator does choose to debate
the malter at the appropriate time, I hope he wiii take the
opportunity te indicate his position as t0 whether or not he
accepts and supports the varieus proposais made by the Prime
Nlinister in his letter to Chief Fontaine.
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Hon. Joyce Fairbairn: Honourable senators. 1 sheuld like te
ask a question of the Leader of the Gevernmcnt in the Senate.
It is particuiarly apropos today with the appoinîment to the
Senate of Mr. Waters of Alberta, given the process of selection
which brought him here.

Last weck Senator MacDonald and I asked questions with
regard te the Senate provisions agreed te approximateiy one
week ago by the first ministers. In particular, is there an
agreement, as the Leader of the Government himself appears
te believe, that for a period of five years, while constitutional
discussions on the Senate procced, there wiil be no furthcr
elections cf candidates. whcrcver thcy may be in the country,
as nominees te the Senate'? Or is that which was cxpressed by
Premier Gctty the reaiity, namely, that he had given no such
undertaking and wouid feel free, if he chose, to procecd with a
selection proess to fi a vacancy?

Hon. Lowel Murray (Leader of the Government and Min-
ister of State for Federal-Provincial Relations): H-onourable
senaters. I recail the questions of iast week. However, I must
confess that I have net had an epportunity to seek or obtain
anv clarification or further information on the malter. I shahl
m ake an effort shortiy.
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