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secretary to the Minister of the Environment that we too hope it
will work. I remind him that it was 25 years just a few days ago
that the Irving Whale, a barge full of oil, sank off the Magdalen
Islands and PEI. At the end of June, we learned that there was
not only bunker crude oil but also PCB-contaminated oil in the
wreck.

That oil is leaking, slowly but surely, in the Atlantic ocean. If
the hon. member is so intent on making it work, then he should
take action. He awarded a contract in the spring and the
operation was supposed to go smoothly. Yet, the barge is still at
the bottom of the ocean and hundreds of litres of bunker crude
oil are leaking from it. Again, if the hon. member really wants
the operation to work, he should take measures not only to pump
the bunker crude oil out, but also to get the Irving Whale out of
there.

With leave, I will carry on after question period, but for now I
will conclude by reminding the hon. member of the St. Law-
rence action plan, phases I and II. The government took $6.5
million allocated to phase II and invested that money in Mirami-
chi, several hundreds of kilometres away from the St. Lawrence
River. This is the vision of the federal environment department.

Indeed, a good part of the money allocated to clean the St.
Lawrence River, that is $6.5 million out of $20 million, was
spent in Miramichi, New Brunswick.

Such examples must be brought to light daily in the House of
Commons. I will get back to the green plan after question
period.

The Speaker: It being 2 p.m., pursuant to Standing Order
30(5), the House will now proceed to statements by members
pursuant to Standing Order 31.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

[English]

1999 WORLD ROWING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Mr. Walt Lastewka (St. Catharines, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on
August 17, St. Catharines stood before the world’s international
rowing body representing Canada’s bid for the 1999 World
Rowing Championships.

Canada won the right to host the biggest world rowing event
in 1999. The federal government played a leading role in the
success of the bid. The community, local fundraisers and other
levels of government will also assist in ensuring this project is a
success.

The 1999 World Rowing Championships will bring millions
of dollars and hundreds of jobs to Canada. The event will bring
the athletes, coaches and media of some 40 countries. It will be
the final event in a summer long rowing festival in Canada
including the Pan American Games in Winnipeg, the Canada
Cup in Montreal, the Commonwealth Regatta in London, the
Regatta of the Americas in Welland and the Royal Canadian
Henley and the World’s in St. Catharines.

I thank all my colleagues for the wonderful support they have
given in putting this bid forward. Canada’s reputation in rowing
is known and respected around the world.

[Translation]

STATUS OF WOMEN

Mrs. Christiane Gagnon (Quebec, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
through my participation in the NGO Forum and in the World
Conference on- Women, I consider it a privilege to have wit-
nessed the dynamism and proud determination of women every-
where to improve their living conditions. The Secretary of State
for the Status of Women who headed the Canadian delegation
made a commitment on behalf of her government to promote the
equality of women via the plan for gender equality.

On the strength of those promises, 1 invite the Canadian
government to translate words into actions and to immediately
adopt measures to create employment, daycare services, social
justice and measures to ensure employment equity as well.
bearing in mind those areas that are under provincial jurisdic-
tion.

One thing is certain; with sovereignty, Quebec would finally
hold all of the powers necessary to continue to act in the best
interests of women.

[English]

REFORM PARTY OF CANADA

Mr. Ray Speaker (Lethbridge, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, as Parlia-
ment returns for its fall session, the country faces a number of
important challenges: health care reform, tax reform, pension
reform, UI reform. Yet none of these issues are on the govern-
ment’s fall agenda. Why? Because the government has been
hijacked by the Quebec referendum.

We in the Reform Party refuse to be silenced by the separat-
ists. We will be the national opposition party, offering solutions
to the real problems that face the country.



