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HOUSE OF COMMONS
Wednesday, May 25, 1983

The House met at 2 p.m.

e (1405)

STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S.O. 21

[Translation]

AGRICULTURE

SITUATION IN QUEBEC-POSITION OF OPPOSITION PARTIES

Mr. Gaston Gourde (Lévis): All Quebecers involved in the
agri-food business have welcomed the changes made by the
Minister of Transport (Mr. Pepin) in his plans for improving
the Crowsnest Pass rate.

On the Opposition side, both the Progressive Conservatives
and the New Democratic Party have been filibustering in
order to prevent passage of Bill C-155, either by refusing to
appear in the House for a vote, as was the case yesterday with
our Progressive Conservative friends, or by presenting a
staggering number of petitions-there were 92-as our friends
from the New Democratic Party did.

Both parties have been courting the Quebec electorate for
many years without ever making any serious commitments. I
therefore challenge the Progressive Conservative Party and the
New Democratic Party to explain before the House the
positions of their respective parties on the transportation of
grain as it effects the Quebec agri-food industry.

We shall then hear, in public, in front of the television
cameras, what our colleagues opposite have to say to Quebec
farmers.

It is the truly controversial issues that are a test of charac-
ter.

I therefore ask the Members of the New Democratic Party
and the Progressive Conservative Members to rise and speak
frankly to Canadians in the Province of Quebec.

* * *

[English]

POLITICAL PARTIES

ELECTION OF PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE CANDIDATE IN
BRANDON-SOURIS BYELECTION

Hon. Jake Epp (Provencher): Madam Speaker, yesterday,
May 24, an event of national importance took place in the
federal riding of Brandon-Souris. The overwhelming victory
which resulted in the Progressive Conservative candidate, Mr.

Lee Clark, receiving 62.1 per cent of the votes cast, was
confirmation of support for the Progressive Conservative Party
and an expression of the desire of thousands of electors, when
given an opportunity, to pass judgment on the Government.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Epp: The result is a tribute to the late Hon. Walter
Dinsdale who faithfully represented Brandon-Souris for 31
years, and was a positive endorsement of an excellent candi-
date, Mr. Lee Clark. It was a response by thousands of citizens
to get involved in the electoral process and, through that
process, send a message to the Government. The Liberals sent
in Cabinet Ministers, its Party President, and workers who
offered jobs, airport extensions, and a voice in Government if
their candidate would be elected. For their efforts the Liberal
Party received 17 per cent support. It is the hope of al]
Manitobans that the Liberal Party will conduct itself in an
uncharacteristic manner and keep the election promises it
made.

The NDP, too, should take no comfort from the results. It
tried to hold its vote in the city of Brandon, and especially in
the provincial riding of Brandon East. The electorate judged
the NDP and recognized that that Party, which has supported
the Government on major issues, is certainly no spokesman for
the western Canadian farmer. The NDP is not an alternative
to the Government, and consequently was rejected absolutely.

Lastly, the byelection in Brandon-Souris gave the voters an
opportunity to state in clear terms-

Madam Speaker: Order.

Some Hon. Members: More!

* * *

AVIATION INDUSTRY

EXPRESSION OF SUPPORT

Mr. Stanley Hudecki (Hamilton West): Madam Speaker,
Canada has an international reputation for excellence and
reliability in specialized aerospace systems and products. This
has resulted in Canadian aerospace industry sales of $3 billion
a year in a highly competitive international export market. To
sustain this worldwide reputation and to achieve the potential
foreseen for the Canadian aerospace industry through the
1980s and the 1990s requires a very positive attitude on the
part of prospective buyers. With that in mind it is with great


