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national capital in a way that is worthy of t-he
nation and fltting to the capital of the nation.

I had deliherately refrained frorn speaking
in the earlier stages of the measure, and in
fact I intended not ta speak to-night, for the
very reason that I wanted ta have.this mca-
sure approached rathèr as somcthing having
the approval of ail parties in this house, and
to have the measure visuaiized not as one
brought forward by any party baving a special
înterest i the matter or by any members from
the particular area, having sueli an interest.

I must say that I feit myseif impelled to
speak especally whcn I fistened ta two
speeches from members of the Cooperative
Commonwealth Federation. Perbapa it is
putting it aomewhat mildly if I content myself
with saying that those speeches were distress-
ing; distressing not because the hon. members
oppose the bill; that, indeed, is their privihege;
but distressing because of the tone of the
speeches.

Very carly in lis speech the hon. member
for Humboldt (Mr. Burton) said that lie
spoke only for the members of bis constiuency.
Be then continued ta spea.k for some con-
siderable time. The only comment one
could make about the tone of bis speech is
that if it is read by any of the electors of
Humbolt it wili appeal only ta their
prejudices. I hope that lie did not intend
that. When lie reads bis speech I hope that
lie wilh see that. that is so and that lie will
seek ta correct it at the appropriate mnoment,
as that can be its only effect. I should like
ta rernind hirn that the citizens of Humboldt
are Canadian citizens. Thcy are interested
in this country, vitally interested in it, in
common with the citizens of aIl otlier con-
stituencies. This is a measure having ta do
with the development of a national capital,
their national capital, as well as the national
capital of ail other parts of the country.
When lie speaks ta bis electors, as lie prornised
lie would do, I hope that he will approacli
the subjeet in that liglit and that lie wîll
remember that bard fact, bowever mucli it
miglit upset what miglit otherwise be an easy
speech ta make ta bis electors.

The timing of this bill is particularly
appropriate. During the war years it was
proper and necessary ta lay aside energies
whicb would be devoted ta this subjeet and
direct thcmn into more appropriate lines. But
i any event, as the result of sorne activities
in which I may properiy dlaim sorne consider-
able part along with others, a cornrittee of
the two houses of parliarnent was set up in
1044 to deal with the subject, not of the
development of the national capital as sucl,
but with the agreement bebween the corpora-
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tion of the city of Ottawa and the dominion
government. I should like publicly to
acknowledge the good work done hy the
members of ail parties on bath sides of the
house who sat on that cornmittee. I arn glad
to see the realization of most of the recorn-
mendations of the comrnittee and their de-
velopment into, actual Iegislation and the
appropriate steps which are necessary to give
effect to the recommendations of the
cornrittee.

To-night some reference lias been made
ta the representations frorn other parts of
the dominion. As a representative of a part
of the city of Ottawa, I may say that I arn
wholly in accord with the sentiments ex-
pressed, and indeed I took my part, along
with athers, in suggesting that representa-tion
should be gîven ta ail parts of the country
ini order that the matter would be approached
in a proper way and not in any ýtction way.
But I would point out'ta the members who
have dealt with this subjeet and apparently
share the views I hold an the matter, that
they are nlot Wholly accurate ini reading the
Seetion of the bill in the way in whicli they
do. In appointing the commissioners, the
governrnent may appoint thirteen frorn
different parts of the country. Only two of
the appointments are ta 'le specifle appoint-
ments from specific areas. Then there is a
provision that five of the others shall corne
fram- the maritimes or the western provinces,
Ontario and Quebec as the case may be. 1
would point out that there is nothing ta
prevent the government frorn appointing one
member from each province, if the proper
persan is available, interested in the subject
and prepared ta giveý the tirne and energy
which are required.

There is anc other point I should like ta
ernphasize. In the early speeches to-night a
great deal of reference was made ta the city
of Ottawa as sucli, and the developrnent of
the city of Ottawa. That is not the correct
view of this legisiation. If hon. mernbers wil
examine the subject more closely they will
flnd that it deals witli the developrnent of
the whole district, the capital area, and indeed
the greater part of the area is outaide the
city of Ottawa. I hope that the mistake will
not be made of viewing it solely as a city
measure, because that is not supported by the
facts.

Mr. H'ACKETT: Does it extend to Hull?
Mr. lMcILRAITH: Yes. A great part of

the property owned, by the federal district
commission is considerably north of Hull,
sorne ten miles north of Hull. It is âine park
land ini the Gatineau area, ant incid'entally


