
COMMONS
War Service Grants

Our first probiem as a nation is, I arn sure,
to see that those who have made it possible
for us to enjoy victory and to retain our
xnuch-ioved and desired way of living are
properiy reinstated in the life of this country
and that they take their proper places in

-every phase of our national activities. This
shouid not be so diffleuit a matter for us in
Canada as it is with most of the other nations.
Saime few nations, perhaps, liko the United
States, Australia and New Zealand, are in
mucli the saine position as Canada, but for the
nations of Europe rehabilitation will be a mucb
more difflcult problemn than it is for us in
Canada. For our more favoured position our
people sbould ho grateful.

The minister bias made bis remarks this
afternoon very brief. That is rather an excep-
tion in the case of the Minister of Veterans
Affairs, but it is an exception we ail appreciate.
He spoke of the veterans affairs committee and
bis satisfaction at the work which bias been,
done hy the members. I might say, as a mem-
ber of that committee, tbat we bave been sit-
ting for the past five or six weeks, meeting
on an average about four days a week, from
balf-past ten in the morning until one o'clock
in the afternoon. The veterans affairs coin-
mittee, as tLe minister said the other evening,
compares favourably with any other veterans'
committees wc have had in the past. I have
bad tbe honour and the plcasure of sittinig
on some of those committeos, and I know that
one idea actuated ail their work, namely, to
sec to it that the very best legislation couid
be obtained for the veteran. 1 should say in
this connection that the veterans bave bad tbe
benefit of the work of the rcturned men's
associations, and for the past twenty or
twenty-five years we could not and would not
have had in this country the good legisIation
wbich sometimes we think we have if it
had flot Leen for the efforts of the various
soidior organizations. This country and the
returned mon of Canada owe a great debt to
the Canadian Legion and other snch urganiza-
tions of roturned men.

Gratuities are flot something ontireiy new.
I remember that when the minister spokce
before tbe committee some time agô hoe gave
great credit for the work wbich was done in
this regard from 1916 until the present time,
and I think hoe thon mentioned that the grat-
uities aftor the war of 1914-18 were considered
generous for that day. I might rocali wbat was
paid following the last war; for three years
or more of service overseas, six montbs pay and
aliowance of rank; for two years or more over-
seas, five montlis pay and aiiowance of rank;
for one year oversoas, four months pay and

[Mr. Brooks.]

allowance; for iess than one year oversees,
tbree months pay and ailowance.

We have bad the benefit of the experience
and the legisiation of the past, and I would
point out, when we hear criticism, as we often
do, of what was done after the war of 1914-18,
that the mon who iegislated at that time bad
Dlot tbe experience of former wars. It was prac-
ticaliy a new field. I agree witb the minister's
statement on a former occasion, that the mon
at that time did a good job. As far as these
war service grants are concernod, every section
of the biililbas been carefully considered by
the committee; and I think it is one of the
ieast contentious measures, if flot the ieast
contentious, that wiil come before the veterans
affairs committeo. I base that opinion on the
fact that the legion and other war veterans'
organizations wbich appeared bofore us bad
iess criticismn and offered iess advice on this
measure than on any of the othors.

The minister bias mentioncd a section ivhicb
wvas particularly difficuIt for the miembers of
the committce, and 'that is the section dvaling
wvith gratuities and benofits to mon of tlio
serviccs dischargcd for mniseonduet. Many of
our sittings weru taken iip in cliscusýzing this
dliffleuit problemn. The member, of the coim-
mit toc w~ere miost anxious that ne injustice
should hc donc to miembers returning from
oveî scas. We ail Lad in mind thaf verv off en
a good soldier, withi twvo or threc years; activeo
service, Lecause hoe bias Leen overwrought or
for some othor roason bias committt d an
offonce wvbich is regarded as a serious military
infraction and is given a terni of imprison-
mont or some other detention, for misconduet.
This ivas reacting against 'the soldier in the
old aot and it wvas foît that in the noev une
something should be done for such mcan.

Thero was quito a feeling in the comnmittue
that this section sbould be elimînatod alto-
getlier and that ail mon who Liad scrved ovur-
seas, irrespectivo of whetber thoro was a
charge of miseonduct gant thcm or not,
shouild Le given the gratuit.). However, the
matter hiaving been thoroughly discu&sed and
considered fromn every point of view. it was
feit that this could not be donc. Buit the
next Lcst thing w-as donc I will net say the
next Lest tbing Lut probably the Lest tlhing-
and that, was the decision that, a huard of
re iexv should ho set up to consider overy
case of misconduet. The members of the
board of review sat with the commititce in
aIl their sittings and beard opinions of mcm-
bers. beard opiitions of mca in the armed
services,' army, nax y and air force; and I am
satisfied that this huard of rcview, w-hon it
sets about its work, wili sec that ne injustice
is donc to any deserving man wlho bias Leen


