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COMMONS DEBATES

Bennett, Right Hon. R. B.—Con.

Address in reply:

Con.

countries closed more against Canada
than at any previous period in her
history, 62; restrictions placed against
our exports by United States, France
and Germany ; successful trade negoti-
ations with France, Germany, Austria,
and United States; no interference
by United States congress with tariffs
after 1930; securing of favoured trade
position for Canada under Ottawa
agreements; attitude of Liberal party
towards Ottawa trade agreements, 63;
lumber agreements with boards of trade
in Great Britain; speech of Mr. Mac-
kenzie King of April 9, 1929, on un-
desirability of any tariff action on the
part of Canada against United States
that might be construed as of a pro-
vocative character; favourable atti-
tude of present United States govern-
ment towards reciprocal trade rela-
tions with Canada, 64; duty of
government to negotiate treaties fair
to all parties without sacrificing
Canadian  interests; Sir Wilfrid
Laurier on “no more pilgrimages
to Washington”; Mr. Lloyd George on
tariffs, 65, 66; efforts made to expand
our trade during the great depression;
Canada now fifth among trading
nations of the world ; expansion of our
empire trade in phenomenal manner
under Ottawa agreements, 67; position
taken by opposition of that day when
Canada went off gold standard and
attitude of present opposition con-
trasted; decrease in number of unem-
ployed throughout the country; num-
ber of people in Saskatchewan receiv-
ing relief in drought-stricken areas;
report of Mr. Cudmore of the statis-
tical branch on unemployment situa-
tion 69; reduction in number of unem-
ployed from 750,000 to 400,000; policy
of Liberal - party one of activity
against every measure proposed by the
government, 70; action of opposi-
tion in endeavouring to make it ap-
pear that Canada is suffering to a
greater extent than it is; Mr. Mac-
kenzie King’s charge of discourtesy
to the crown in introduction of re-
form measures; Byng-King corre-
spondence of 1926, 71; inclusion of
speeches made by public men and
causes and policies advocated in sub-
sequent speeches from the throne;
Mr. Gladstone’s speech at Greenwich
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dealing with matters subsequently
placed before parliament for con-
sideration; purpose of broadcast
speeches to inform the people of the
country of what the government pro-
posed to do; Conservative party pre-
pared to carry forward reform
measures indicated in speech from the
throne, 72; objection raised by leader
of opposition to use of expressions
“my government” and “my minis-
ters”; review of situation as far as
support of the government is con-
cerned as evidenced by by-elections;
net position of government after four
years shown by loss of two seats in
house; undesirability of by-elections
when general election not far distant,
73; conducting general election in
orderly and prompt manner; registra-
tion of electors not to commence until
six months after coming into force of
Dominion Franchise Act; magnitude
of task imposed on dominion fran-
chise commissioner in preparation of
electoral lists, 74; no attempt made
by government to interfere. with pre-
paration of lists; six million names
on voters’ lists, 75; reasons for sug-
gesting basic electoral lists; reference
to platforms of contending parties;
carrying out the promises in 1927
Winnipeg Conservative platform;
failure of Liberal party in office to
implement promises in their 1919
platform; changing of expression
“fifty per cent” to “substantial” with
reference to increase in the British
preference, 76; whole trend of affairs
during past ten years towards tariffs;
protecting this country from dumping
by depreciated currency countries, 77;
dumping of tennis shoes from Czecho-
slovakia; Conservative party no be-
liever in high tariffs, 78; attitude of
opposition on Marketing Act; delega-
tion from premiers of Ontario and
Quebec asking federal government to
save newsprint industry from demorali-
zation ; leader of opposition on deroga-
tion of rights of parliament; delegation
of power of parliament to specific
individuals and bodies to act in
time of emergency; setting up of
advisory board on tariffs and taxa-
tion wunder previous government
without authority from parliament,
79; marketing act and adjust-
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