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with us last year for all the fish we could
supply thei with. This year we are already
in receipt of a $50,000 order, and the same
buyers have offered to tender us with orders
for double this aiount, just as soon as we are
in a position to accept them.

If we can fill the orders, we expect our ship-
ments to Australia and New Zealand this year
to amiount to between $150,000 and $200,000.
A good portion of this money will be paid out
among the fishermen and to those who labour
in the industry. This export business would
not be possible were it not for the Australian
treaty.

We are to-day handing this information to
the Associated Press, and thought we would
pass saine along to you.

The production of newsprint is now increas-
ing very rapidly in the maritime provinces.
During the calendar year 1928 the production
in those eastern provinces amounted to 65
tons a day; in 1929 the capacity of the mills
was increased to 130 tons, and in 1930 it will
be much greater because of the opening of the
large paper mills in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick. There is no part of the Australian
treaty which bas been more beneficial to
Canada than the item relating to newsprint
paper. The value of that article exported to
Australia in the fiscal year 1925 was $51,000;
the value in 1929 was $3,627.000, representing
a very rapid increase indeed in the value of
newsprint paper sent to Australia. I vas
quite surprised to learn that a large part of
the newsprint did net come from British
Columbia, but from eastern Canada. In all,
newsprint to the value of $896,432, was shipped
to Australia in the fiscal year 1929 from mari-
time province ports.

Generally speaking, shipping from the ports
of Halifax and St. John bas benefited very
greatly under the Australian treaty. I have
been unable te obtain the figures for 1925,
but I have obtained from the Department of
Trade and Commerce a statement of the value
of the principal commodities exported from
Canada through maritime ports in the fiscal
year 1929. and I find a total of $4,144,000.
That represents the principal commodities
only, and if we added other less important
commodities the value would doubtless reach
about $5,000,000, or nearly one quarter of the
total experts of Canada to Australia. That
trade is handled chiefly by the ports of Hali-
fax and St. John. I tried to get the value
of the produce of the maritime provinces,
taken separately, that was annually shipped to
Australia, but was unable to do se; I was told
that no statistics were available.

I believe, however, that the facts and figures
I have been able to give the house show
conclusively that the Australian treaty bas
been a success from a commercial and indus-
trial standpoint. It is possible that it might
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be improved upon in some respects. The hon.
member who represents Vancouver North
said that certain industries about which he
bas special knowledge would benefit if there
were some preference on their products when
they entered the Australian market. Doubt-
less that is the case; but the important point
which he overlooked entirely and did net
touch in his speech was: what shall we give
Australia in return? Until that point is
covered in some way by the opposition it
seems to me that they have not made out a
prima facie case for revision of this treaty.
We are talking about an imperial economie
conference which is soon to be held in London,
and certainly there would be no objection on
the part of any member of this bouse or any
citizen of Canada to our taking up then the
matter of the revision of this treaty. But
certainly no steps should be taken which
might have the effect of terminating the very
satisfactory, profitable and successful treaty
which we have with our sister dominion of
Australia.

Mr. L. J. LADNER (Vancouver South)
Mr. Speaker, the Australian trade treaty is
a matter of great importance te Vancouver
and British Columbia. The facts with regard
to the exchange of trade have been well placed
before the bouse, and this question of trade
with the other dominions and with Great
Britain is one which for many years bas re-
ceived consideration in this parliament. The
question was first taken up in an aggressive
way by Sir John A. Macdonald in 1884, when
it was put into effect through the medium of
preferential tariffs. That policy was also fol-
lowed by Sir Wilfred Laurier, and subsequent
legislation was evolved to further the exchange
of commodities between the different domin-
ions of the empire.

To-day we are confronted with some diffi-
culties in connection with our trade treaties
with our sister dominions owing te the fact, as
I pointed out in some observations which I
made in this house on March 7, that under
the dictation of our free trade friends from
the prairie provinces the government worked
out a treaty on the basis of law tariffs and
free trade, to the injury of the products of
this country, instead of on a protective basis
under which they could have established the
preferences and at the same time protected
Canadian industries.

Now we are considering a proposal by the
hon. member for Acadia (Mr. Gardiner), the
leader of the Progressive party, to abrogate the
Australian trade treaty. By way of amend-
ment myv colleague the hon. member for Van-
couver Centre (Mr. Stevens) has moved:


