APRIL 9, 1918

519

is only moving again on the lines of that
discussion. The object of the Bill is to
make provision that the International rail-
way and the Transcontinental railway may
be connected by a small piece of railway,
two or three miles in length, that we are
leasing and which has been operated by the
Bangor and Aroostook railway. I do not
think that any member of the House would
think that the suggestion of the honourable
member that we keep both stations is fair
or reasonable. The Government mow own
and operate the Transcontinental railway
between Lévis and Moncton, and on that
line there is a station in the village or town
of St. Leonards. Since the Transcontinen-
tal railway was taken over by the Govern-
ment, they have purchased what is known
as the International railway running
between Campbellton and St. Leonards.
The International railway had a station
also in the town of St. Leonards, and it
has been running into that station. The
Government therefore are compelled to
. keep up two stations and to maintain
that portion of the road, two or
three miles in length, that is being
operated by the International railway
from the point where it will branch
off to go over to the Transcontinental sta-
tion. It does not seem to me that it is in
the public interest that we should keep up
two stations in one place and it does also
strike me that it is much better for the
travelling public that all the trains should
go to the one station. As I understand,
from what the hon. member said a few even-
ings ago, the International railway station
is a little nearer that of the Canadian
Pacific railway and it would be more con-
venient perhaps for passengers coming in
on the Tnternational who wanted to go to
the (Canadian Pacific railway. They would
have a little less distance to walk than if
they had to go from the Transcontinental
Railway station. But, as shown by the
statements of the hon. member, and by
plans which I submitted the other evening,
the distance between the Canadian Pacific
Railway station and the Transcontinental
is only about one thousand or twelve hun-
dred feet. I cannot see why the people of
St. Leonards should ask us to keep up two
stations. This small piece of road is neces-
sary for traffic passing over the Interna-
tional railway to the Transcontinental rail-
way and in order that we shall not.be pay-
ing for the carriage of that traffic to the
Bangor and Aroostook railway. Under the
circumstances I could not possibly accept
the amendment which has been moved by

? 4L
b

the hon. member, and in the interest of the
public service, and for the convenience of
the public that travel on both Government
lines, I would ask the House to reject that
amendment and accept the agreement that
has been arrived at and signed.

Mr. MICHAUD: I would like to point
out—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order.
ber has already spoken.

Mr. MICHAUD: The Minister of Rail-
ways is under a misapprehension with re-
spect to a certain fact, and I simply desire
to correct him. I wish to state that people
getting off the International Railway train
have not to walk to the Canadian Pacific
Railway station. They have their own line
running to the Canadian Pacific Railway
station, and people getting off a train there
connect with the up-train to Edmundston
and the down-train to Grand Falls.

Mr. G. B. NICHOLSON' (Algoma E.): It
may seem out of place for a member repre-
senting a constituency in Northern Ontario
to interject himself into the discussion of
a proposal that has to do with a purely
local matter in the province of New Bruns-
wick, and in so far as anything I may say

The hon. mem-

‘on this subject might be interpreted as in-

terfering in that connection, I apologize to
the House for making any observation at
all. It has not been my privilege to have
visited St. Leonards. As a matter of fact,
I believe, if it was necessary for me to go
there I would have to consult a railway -
map in order to determine just how T might
reach it. St. Leonards may be a metro-
politan or commercial centre of very con-
siderable importance, or it may be simply
a rural community of no great importance—
that is neither here nor there in so far as
this subject is concerned. But there is a
principle involved in the discussion that has
taken place with regard to this Bill that
strikes at the very root of the-whole ques-
tion of government ownership and opera-
tion in this country. If I have interpreted -
correctly the remarks of the Minister of
Railways on the occasions that he has
spoken on this Bill, I take it that he is
acting under the advice of the responsible
officers that are in charge of the Govern-
ment railways; and I say, that if govern-
ment-owned railways are ever going to be
operated successfully, it will be when this
House and the country stand behind the
minister in assuming just that position.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.



