
COMMONS

State.

Vermont-
Cities. ....... ....
Rural................

Washington -
Cities................
Rural..........·.··.··.

Wisconsin-
Cities................
Rural................

It will thus be seen that for th
period beginning with 1900 the
number of homicides in the Sta
capital punishment had been abol
hundred thousand population wa
2-5; Michigan, 3-8; Rhode Islan
for the two years, 1908 and 1909,
Wisconsin reported her homici
averaged 4-1, there being a decrea
over the previous year. In son
States where capital punishment
we find that for a ten-year period,
with the year 1900, the average n
homicides per 100,000 populati
Indiana, 6-4; New Jersey, 4; New
and for the four years reported
sylvania an average of 9-8. Ohi
for the year 1909 only, giving 1
fornia for a four-year period shov
homicides per 100,000 population
Massachusetts only shows an avera
for each 100,000 population, the in
that State froni 1905 to 1909 wa
cent. It will be further seen that C
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Indi
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania
mont, where capital punishment
and where it is enforced rigidly,
increase in the number of homi
the period reported in the above
while of the five states that have
the death penalty, only Michigan
increase, which is slight, but he
average for a ten-year period is
either of the states that have reta
death penalty, with the exception
mont and New Hampshire; and t
have increased their homicide
annum continually, while Michig
a decrease in 1909 over the previ
Besides the record shows that t
penalty has been abolished in
and New Hampshire·by practice fo
years.

The general average for the
reported in the above table of stat
the five states where the death pet
been revoked is 3 85 per 100,000 po
while for the states inflicting t
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1900. 1901. 1902. 1903. 1904. 1905. 1906. 1907. 1908. 1909.

S .. 2.0 2.0 ... 3.9 3.8 3.8
... 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 2.0 1.0 1.3 * 2.3 3.8

. 11.7 8.1
· ·· · ........ 6.3 4.2

3.1 1.9
1.6 1.7

e ten-year penalty for the poricd reported the general
average average is 825, or nearly 115 per cent

tes where greater. Te average homicidal rate in
ished per Tennessee was fre times greater than in
s: Maine, either of the abolition states.
d, 5; and While I was unable to get the sta-
for which tistics on this question from Kansas,
des, she I am reliably informed that the num-
se in 1909 ber of homicides in that state per
e of the capita le comparatively small, and in a
prevailed recont letter from the secretary of the pre-
beginning sent Governor of that state ho informs me
umber of that tho people there are universally ploased
on was: with the workings of the new law abolish-
York, 4-8; ing the death penalty, and that there is
by Penn- no disposition to restore capital punishment
o reports in that state. It will ho remembered that
0-2; Cali- there has nover been a legal execution in

s twenty that state sinco 1872, the gevernors in their
While discretien failing to sign the death warrants

go of 2.57 at the end of one year's imprisonment, as
crease in the law required.
s 100 per The results obtained in foreign countrios
alifornia, from the abolition of the doath penalty are
ana, New ne less beneficial than in the United States.
and Ver- I take the following facts and statistics from
obtains, Report No. 108 on capital crimes of the

show an flfty-fourth United States Congress, firat
cides for session, printod January 22, 1896, by order
statistics, of the fouse of Reprosentatives:
abolished Bolgium.-The penalty of deatb bas not been
shows an abolished in Eelgium, but since 1866 it has not
r general bacc cxecuted. In order to appreciate tbe re-
less ui, the fcllowing statisties are given. Foresthn tbe period ffrem 1831 te 1890, in tbe first tbirty-
ined the five years, there were 321 capital cendemna-

of Ver- tions, wbich ias at tbe rate cf 9.17 por year.
at they in the twenty-fv years follwing th cessa-ba hyticn cf executions tbera were 201, wbich Ivas atrate per the rate of 8.004, abewing a decrease of 1.1696.

an shows Costa fica-Tbe results of the abolition or
ous year. capital punisbment fer ail offences in Costa
h death ica are considered very favourable, tus con-ledah firming public sentiment against capital punjsb-
Vermont ment.
r twenty llayti.-The constitution cf 1879 abelisbet

the death penalty for political offences. Since
the peried off said abolition political crimes bave

period net been me frequent.
istics for Holland.-Tbare bas been ne increase or
alty has crime sinco tbe abolition of tbe deatb penalty.

Italy.-Since ti-le abolitien off the deatb pan-pulation, alty by tbe nw commen panaI code, whicb went
ge death into terce January 1, 1890, the results obtained


