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1901, for giving Ilint unorganized territory
even one representative.

Now, if we depart from tlie census of
1901 what have we ? We lia-,e two guides
xývliir-l have been invoked in this commit-
tee-one is the number of votes polled at
the general election of November last, and
the other the number of votes upon tle lists
prepared for that general election. For rea-
sons wrhici I stated in thus committee. yes-
terday, and whicl 1 need not repeat 110W,
i4 is obvions, I sliould suppose, 10 every
lion, gentleman in Ihis Flouse tInt the lisI
of electors, and not the number of votes,
cast is the letter guide as 10 the actual
population. I should îîot think Ihere could
lie any ar'gumenlt on the other side. So many
consideratioiîs affect th1e proportion 0f votes
cast, ont of the total number of votes
opi tlie list. thnt il seems idle for any manî
t0 be put 10 th1e trouble of arguing that the
lîst of voters is a lietter guide to popula-
tion titan the number of votes acttnnlly poil-
ed. But even this guide of the numiber of
naines on tie list fails us so far as tle u-
organized district is concerned, for lhe rea-
son tIat those who are supposed 10 live lu
this unorganized territo*ry did not vote at
the general election-no lists were made
Up and no poilIs were lîeld. Thlis is as I
understand il. Nowv, wvlit evidence or in-
formation have we liefore this committee
whieh will lie as reasonalily sufficient for
lhe unorganized portion of the territory, as
the list of voters made up lu November last
's for lie organized part? 1 stated yester-
day, anîd I repent il to-day. that we have
no information sufficient for tînt purpose.
iherefore, 1 argued yesterday, and I do not
to-day depart lu the sliglitest from the stand
I tien took. tiat il would lie a proper thing,
a rensonable and fair tiing, for the goveru-
ment to leave tihe estiinating of that popu-
lation and th1e fixing of the represen-
tatioî 10 lie accorded 10 the new terri-
tory to soine tribunal wlich siould have
the pover and duty of investigating tint
questioni and coming lu a conclusion upon
proper informationi. But let us go a step
further and see wvlat is thme higliest estimate
wvhicll lias been made liy lie Prime Minis-
ter or is Minister of lime Interior as 10 the
population of tlîis unorganized territory. I
asked that yesterday: I asked flrst, wliat
wis the estimate of the poptulation o)f this
unorgnnived territory 10 which one-twelfth
of tihe -whole reliresentation'0f lhe province
is t0 be given, and, second. upon wvhnt evi-
dence wlîicli could lie considered ns sucli by
this Ilouse is that estimate made. The
bigliest estimate Iliat 1 have heard. was liat
inode liv tie Miinister of the Interior (Mr.
Oliver), who said tint it was believed that
ln this unorgnnized territory there is a po-
pulation of about 5,000 souls. 1 do not
lielieve tînt there is any information before
t.he Hlouse. or. in tlie possession of the Min-
aster of tlie Interior, 10 justify us lu accept-
ing tbat conclusion. For my part, I do

not accept it,-not casting any reflection
upon the hon. gentleman, but simply for
the reason that I do flot think he lias in-
formation that sliould reasonably lead him
to that conclusion. But even if we accept
that conclusion, where do we tind our-
selves ? Wliere does the riglit lion. Prime
Minister ( Sir Wilfrid Laurier) find himself?
le proposes, in a population of 250,000 souls,
to establish a legisiature of 25 members.
And lie proposes to allot two of these mem-
bers to a portion of territory hîtherto
uflrepresellte(I which at the very higli-
est estimate, contains only 5,000 peo-
pie. Does lie realize wliat lie does
in thiq matter ? Can lie for one moment
suggest Iliat there is anything fair, or rea-
sonahle, or even decent, in proceeding on
that basis? iwo liundred and fifty thiou-
sand people are supposed to lie in this terri-
tory on July lst next. According to tlie
very hîgliest estimate given liy any hion.
gentleman on thie ollier side, only 5.000
wvill lie in the unorganized territory. And to
tlîse 5,000 one-fiftietli or the wliole, lie pro-
poses to give one-twelftli of tlie wliole rep-
resentation of the province. And for what
reason, pray ? Is it on account of ex-
pected furtlier development ? Will the
Prime Minister, the Miaister of the Interior
or any other lion. member for one moment
say, that there is likely to lie greater deve-
lopment in that unorganized territory, witli-
la tlie next three or four years, for which
this delimitation will stand, than in tlie
vicinity of Edmonton or Calgary, or in any
of the organi7ed districts of the province?
IL is idle t0 speculate ab)out îlot. But if
speculation must lie indulged in, I, for one,
believe that tlie development, the increase of
population will l)roceed at a mudli more ra-
pid rate ini the organized portions of the
-territory in those portions tînt are easily
accessible to railways, than in any portion
tliat canuot have these advantages. Per-
liaps flint lias not struck my right lion.
friend (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) iii lhe way I
p)ut il. But when lie realizes Ilint 5,000
souîs is the utinosl dlaim-a dlaim inade on
absolutely insufficient and unsatisfactory
ev-idlence- ns to lhe population of this unor-
ganized terrilory, and w'hen lie renlizes
that the entire population of lhe province
is supposed 10 lie 250,000 people, can lie
%vith nny pretense of justice, -%ith any
danim of righit and fairness, give to the
245.000 p)eop)le in tlie organized territories
lwenty tliree members and to tlie 5,000
people hi tle unorganized territory two
inembers in the legisiature?

It seems to me that any sucli suggestion
wvi111lie recognized 10 thie full by the riglit
lion. gentleman as oiie to which lie cannot
commit himself, as one which is sense of
justice will flot accept, as one whlch lie will
lie inclined to modify, and 1 venture to think
that this suggestion whiclî we bave made is
one -which tie right ion, gentleman ought
t0 nccept. M.l lbon. frienul f rum St. Antoiýe

80148013


