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ilgéll: Mr. FIELDING. The only thing is

“know] fle of a very good example. With the

inion edge that we are giving cleaner Dom-

treng (0% the banks will be induced to

Al ie public similarly. I think that the
< circulation has been improved.

ta]liir' CLARKHE. Have the government
attens DY Steps to bring this matter to the
ention of the banks ?

fre};?ln. Mr. FIELDING. It is a subject of

5 theegt conversation between the officers

ever epartment and bank managers when-

o Obportunity occurs. We have not.taken
¥ formal action.

0‘,1;‘[_1'- R. L. BORDEN. It is not a matter
i nl Which the Canadian Bankers’ Associa-
bas any jurisdiction ?

bu?%ﬁ' Mr. FIELDING. Not specifically,

hrouoﬁy can do a great deal. I hope that

ol the}r instrumentality something may
Ctomplished in that regard.

en%ii(;; [OSLER. I think that the banks are
ang ﬂ;’O“Flng to improve their circulation
the roAt IS badly required. I must say that
lagt Ominion notes have improved in the
Shorg ear or two, but they still fall very far
UmtedCOmpared‘ with those issued by the
0 an States, government. You cannot go
e Y hotel in the United States and get
do]] afebywthout getting practically new one
Oveq ills, Our Dominion notes have im-
the conv.e ry much, but they are far short of
nitaq détlon of the bills issued all over the
Minjgte, AteS, and I think that the hon.
fop T would be quite justified in asking
dollgy ﬁ}iger appropriation to make our one
Of (log 11_18, at all events, up to the standard
Statac Miness that prevails in the TUnited
S tO-day. 3

Ininis'teJABEL ROBINSON. Has the hon.

rge taken any steps to issue bills of a
enomination ?

Ho o
hag I?;;eeML FIBLDING. No definite action
Platy, 0 decided upon. We are contem-
S0mg e ve-dollar bill, for which there is
Rardeq mand. The four-dollar bill is re-
bankg . With a measure of distavour by the
* We are told that it is inconvenient.

Mr,
Conye, - LARKE. The five- :
‘;‘-’m'ent on e femtli;'e dol]a‘r bill is more
n, My
% o Mr. FINLDING. I have obseryed

ma :
thay "th;l S;o?:?ple would rather have the five

Prip
ting Dominion notes, $110,000.

N
fop .prmfi%OULE. What is the rate of cost
, g these Dominion notes ?

0N, My
oty ¥ FIRLDING, It is fixed under
wo0uld nop tiﬁh has been before the House.
e ell my hon. friend the rate from

ory,
_tNI him tﬁgtf;gtlg' look up the contract and

M. 081 R,

to Tup 3 The contract has some years

Hon. Mr. FIELDING. Yes; it runs for a
term of years.

English bill stamps, postage, &c., $10,600.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. What does that
really mean— English bill stamps’ ?

Hon. Mr. FIELDING. The stamp duty
there is quite heavy on all financial transac-
tions. This is a sum we have to vote every
year in connection with the stamps on trea-
sury bills and everything of that kind.

Expenses in connection with the conversion
of the public debt; payments may be made
to members of the civil service, notwithstand-
ing anything in the Civil Service and Superan-
nuation Acts, $5,000.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. What is the meaning
of that ? ;

Hon. Mr. FIELDING. This item was put
in last year in anticipation of certain events.
I anticipated that Mr. Courtney would pro-
bably retire immediately, and I was anxious
to retain his services in an advisory capacity
for a year or two longer—certainly for a year
—pending certain large financial transac-
tions. It was contemplated that we might
use a portion of this money in retaining Mr.
Courtney’s services. All that has been
changed, and the only charge against the
item has been the expenses of a couple of
trips to England in connection with the
transactions. If Mr. Courtney should retire
at the close of the present fiscal year and I
should carry out the policy then contem-
plated, of asking him to remain connected
with the service in an advisory capacity, we
could pay for his services out of this vote.
Whether that plan will be carried out as
contemplated some monthe ago, I am not
able to say. Mr. Courtney is in England,
and I do not know whether I can retain his
services. I have thought that it would be
well to take the vote in the same manner
as last year.

Civil Government—Governor General’'s Sec-
retary’s Office—salaries, $11,250.

Mr. CLARKE. What are the increases in
this item ?

Hon. Mr. FIELDING. There are noie,
except the ordinary statutory increases.

Governor General’s Secretary’'s Office—con-
tingencies, $15,100.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. My hon. friend now
comes to items as to which it would be use-
ful to us to have the advantage of reading
the Auditor General’'s Report. The expendi-
ture on this service is given in that report,
s oot ? o

Hon. Mr. FIELDING. Yes.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Perhaps it would be
as well to allow those items to stand, in the
consideration of which we require the assist-
ance of the Auditor General's Report. But
if there are any of these items as to which



