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in leading-strings, instead of being allowed to go
free. If they entertainet free trade views they i
should have been allowed, tto express thema freelv
and fully, for there was nothing to coiceal in a
visit of intellig.rent gentlemen froni the (old country ;
but they were~ kept in leading strings, thev vere
not allkwed t>o freely express their views in oppo-
sition to the trade policy of the Government : and
above all the (G. oven'ilment Comiitted an error in
keeping back the report which we know was sent
to this country. and which the public have
not vet hd ailopportunity of seeing, and iii
this iway the (overnment have created a sus-
picion hich niglt not otherwise have existed.
Thiey were possibly afraid that the sentiments and
statementsof these delegateswouldihavean injurious
effect upon the fate of the Administration itself
Another error is the suppression of the report. I
think the Minister of Agriculture can only escape
the strong censure of the IHouse for having re-J
turnedi this report without reading it, upon the1

plea that lie was then in ill-health. 'liat, how
ever. is not a sufficient excuse for his not having
sent this report to some other menber of this ov-
ernmnent to be revised andputi)biseld. W'e are still
in ignorance as to who these gentlemen met ini
Canada, the phices they visited, their impressions!
as to the resources of this countrv, and of the
effect of the tiscal policy of the (overnment upon
intendîing immnigrants. I quite agree with the re-
marks the Minister of Militia has matie, that if
the report is hostile to the immigration interests of
the country, the Goverînmleit vould be justitled in
declining to send it abroad .but all that is nt ex-
cuse for refusing information to the people of the
Maritime Provinces, ani to the Dominion gener-
ally. as to the impression made upon thliei minds ofi
the delegates. They visitedi the Maritime Pro- f
vinces at a period of the year when everything
presents its most favourable aspect, and had they t
been taken to the right portion of the provinces I
uni certain that they couit view scenery unsurpasse tl
in theDominion. ani meet people unsurpassed in the
world for qualities whichgo toniake upgood citizens,
good1 neiglibours, intelligent and enterprising agri-
cuIt urists and labourers in every sphere of life. Asj
was stated here the oither evening, the pepIle of the
Maritime Provinces do not fear com1parison wit j
any people on this continent. V e have notthe lbroad
acres that they have in the North-West, we have
not the teeming p)opulation of the great Province,
of Ontario, but we have resources which thev have
nîot. We have enormous fishing capabilities ; we
have great ining resoirces, splendid lunbering
and forest resources, and fine agricultural lands
wherever agriculture is cuItivated. Were it not for
the policy of the Governm-ent which makes the
conditions of life to our people rd. we might be
a happy and prosperous people. Ve have learned
another strange thing during this discussion; onîe
which meibers on this side of the House hal sus-
pected for a long tine, and which now cones ahnost
in an official form. That is, that the action of the
Administration at Ottawa is to a large degree con-
trolled by the influence of the Higli Cominnissiouer
in London. We have it alnost as plainIy-àdmit-
ted as if the statement was broadly inade, that the
High Commissioner in London lias dictated the
action of the Government in regard to this report.
Why iwas it hurried back to London with suchi ini-
decent haste, why as Le had up to the preseit
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time control of the document : and, if publie
ruinour is to le relied u1pon. why bas le lad con-
sultation with some of the delegzates to induce
them to iake alterations in their report be-
fore it is sent, back to Ottawa for presentation
to the public here? We hai;ve been made aware
during the last fewv davs, by private informatiou as
well as publications in the press. that these dele-
gates are freely expressing their opinions in the old
cointrV as to how the fiscal policy of thle Govern-
ment affects the people. Thev are ien of standing
who are called upon to address agricultural asso-
eiations and public meetings of intentding immi-
grants and others. and theyl are ventilating the
oplillois wvhiehi the-v gathered durinr their hasty
and unsatisfactory -visit to the Maritime Provinces.
If there are representations in that report whicl
are injurious to th interests of the Maritime Pro-
vinces. we miust holdi the overnment and their
agents strictlv responsible for it, because we must
coue to the conclusion that any views hostile to
the interests of the Maritime Provinces have been
created by the lack of opportuiities plaeed within
the reach of tle delegates sent out bv Sir Charles
Tupper. Ve are convinced that a full and fair
exiillatiol of th resources of these proviees
shoul Inot produce any 1other thai the most favour-
able result which tIhevisit of the Press delegates
from New Engilandi ereateti. It would le a
pleasure to read to thei representatives of the
people of other portions of the Dboinnion the
glowing accounts tiiese gentlemen g.iave of the
Provinîce of Nova Scotia as thev saw it ini
August last. If the fari delegates have reported
differently. they cau have only done so ipoi oie
or two grounds. They cati)nly have donie so be-
cause of their ol)iion as to the effect of the trade
poliey of tie Domîinion Governmxtîent and ipon it s i-
jurious effects on tie people. and its preventing
teir progress andi increase iii wealth and happi-
ness bv the exercise of their talents as agricultur-
ists, labourers, mechanies, miners, fisheri-men or aniv
other occupation. The proof, to, a large degree,
that such an opiniion of the delegates was correct,
is furnished iby the enormous emigration froi these
provinces durimg the last seven or eight years, and
which is going on iii increasetd volume at the pre-
sent time. Everv letter which iwe receive front
the Maritime Provinces shows that the exodilus is
not diinishing, and that, notwîithstanîding the re-
sources of the country, and the misgui(led efforts
of tbe Dominion Government vith its tariff policy,
to promote the prosperity of that portion of the
Dominion, we findt that the young men, theI boe
and sinew of the country are leaving it as fast as
they can get the opportunity. It etokens some
frighitful mîistake and some dreadful blindness oi
the part of those who are charged with ithe gov-
ernmnent of the country that, withi our very great
resources and with the character of the population
which I have described. our people cannot find
an opportunity for progressing i wealth in these
provinces, and that they have to seek for it abroad.
No people in this Dominion are more fond of their
homes, or more loyal to their provinces, than the
people of -th laritnie Provinces ; and yet, not-
withstandiing this loi-e of home, and those favour-
able circumstances surroidina them, they are Go
pressed upon to solve the prohlem of life that they
are fleeing to a foreign country to seek for oppo-,-
tunities which their own country ias denied them.
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