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speak for myself and a great many other exorable, and painful as it may be to us,
members of the party-that, in my opinion. a it is evident that it is our fate as a Govern-
universal suffrage law based on a satis- 1 nient not to come up to the expectations of
factory residence .in the country and con- my hon. friend. My hon. friend is not the
stituency, with a cheap form of registration. ifirst man who, smarting under a sense of
would solve this difficulty which, I frankly disappointnent, finds some solace for him-
admit, exists, of a very expensive Act, and self in reviling those who are stronger than
would avoid the humiliation proposed of our he. Shakspere has shown us Thersites,
people electing members to this Parliament deformed and scurrilous, venting his spleen
on different franchises in different provinces. on account of his deformity, in the camp
I beg to apologize to this House for taking up of the Greeks, by abusing the leaders of
so much of its attention. and I must express the army ; and after a more viclous tirade
iy regret to my right hon. friend for not than ever. concluding by this pious ejacu-
having been -able to conclude my remarks lation: "I have now said my prayers ; let
at an earlier period. and thus giving Us the Devil Envy say amen." It would have
earlier the pleasure of listening to hlm. been quite In order for the hon. gentleman.

when lie concluded bis speech, to have said.The PRIME MINISTER (Sir Wilfrid like Thersites : Now that I have finishedLaurier). I have listened, Mr. Speaker, my prayers. let the Devil Envy say amen.without any astonishment to the extraor- My hon. friend lias weighed us and found
dinary harangue-I cannot call it a speech us wanting. and he has seen the signs on-in which the hon. gentleman has vented our walls of our condemnation. I must sayout the spleen and disappointmuent which that such a judgment and such a verdict.have filled bis soul ever since a certain day uttered in so solemn a manner. might provein the year 1896 which I shall not further di.squieting and disturbing were it not forharrow bis feelings by mentioning. Well,t art th.at we know, from many an ex-knowing miy bon. friend, havilig had a~ the fac htw nw fo aya x
kong perfren dh w an mthods, a perience. that whether as a judge of events
long experiene ofhIs ways and methods or as a prophet. my hon. friend is the verymus.,t say that I was prepared for a very rees1faDail0hr i h ol
large share indeed of wild and extrava- a«e f aDaniel. Where in the waorld

an dsl le ti bs snthe signs of condenmation?
gau Ueclamlaton, Out 1 must pay1hiM thecotpliment-doubtful though it be-that
upon tlis occasion le has fairly out-Heroded
Herod, or. to speak more accurately. out-
Tuppered Tupper. But such Is the high
estiniate wbleh we have formed, on this
silde of the House. at all events. of his
power of vituperation. of bis recklessness
of statement, of bis faculty of distortion.
that. for my pirt. I repeat it again. I heard
it all without any astoiishment. My hon.
friend is not In a happy frame of mind ; hie is
angry : he is eholerie; he is wrothy-and
the cause is not at all far to seek. I once
heard upon the floor of this House our
friend Joseph Rymal declare that there
was not a she-bear deprived of ber eubs
half so ferocious as the Tory party when
deprived of office. If that was the cause
of the bon. gentleman being cholerie and
wrothy. we can easily account for the ex-
traordinary outbreak of disappointment and
bittrness we have just heard from hlim.
There are nany things In the speech of
many hours to wbich perhaps I might re-
ply., 'but my lion. friend will pardon me if
I say that the speech of five or six hours
to which we have listened this afternoon
and evening, was well characterized this
afternoon by the hon. gentleman who sec-
onded the Address, when he spoke of a de-
luge of words In a desert of ideas. I must
say for my hon. friend that I cannot follow
him in everything he las said. I cannot,
for instance, follow hlm in the statements
he made, which were decorated with such
adjectives as "want of ability," "humilia-
tion," "lIncompeteney " and "profound Ig-
norance." After al, we must all submit to
the laws of fate. The laws of fate are In-
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The PRIME MINISTER. I must confess
that I have not thought of that. but the
Torento " World*" evidently does not comn-
piise Toronto Centre. which sent us, some
few' weeks ago. so able a representative as
the one to whom we have lad the pleasure
of listening this afternoon. Neither has he
seen signs of condemnation in Temiscouata,
which elected by acclamation my hon.
friend (Mr. Gauvreau) who seconded the
Address. Neither has he seen them in
Rimouski. where my bon. friend was also
elected by acclamation, because lion. gen-
tlemen opposite did not dare try the issues
with us. Neither did he see any in Drum-
mond and Arthabaska. where the hon. gen-
tlenan's friends did try the issues and
were snowed under by a majority of over
700. Neither did he see them in Nicolet. an
old Conservative eounty, whieh was carried
by its present representative in 1891 by
one of a majority. which he lost ln 1896 by
130, or something like that, and which he has
now carried by a majority of over three
hundred. Neither bas he seen signs ln
Ouebec Centre. where mv bon. friend (Mr.
Malouin) bas just heen elected by acclama-
tion. My bon. friend bas spoken in some-
what extravazant language. Thiere might
perha ns be something to retort to, If one
were blessed with the hapny faculty. which
Is se natural to him, of blowlng bis own
trumpet and singing his own pr.qises. But
I mrust confess to my bon. friend that in
that art. In which he is past master. I am,
absolutely incompetent. I must further
confess-and I do so wlth due humility-that
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