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DEBATES. FEBRUARY 27,

#That the Dominion Government be requested to grant scrip to all
Lhos?,acting during the North-West rebellion as scouts under the Police
ct.

I am happy to state that this matter of scrip, which has so
often occupied our attention, is on the way to be satisfac-
torily settled by the Government. The next resolution re-
lates to 8 body of men which is a credit to Canada.
No Canadian visits the North-West without feeling
proud of the Mouuted Police. We have had English gen-
eral officers visiting the North-West, and they looked
with envy on that body of 1,100 men, each one of
whom would be a model for & statme. These men
who took part in putting down the rebellion, fought,
when they had the opportunity, as gallantly as did the
volunteers. They endured hardship, they did everything
they had an opporturity of doing, and all they complain of
is that they did not get more opportunity ; and if they
had had more opportunity, I believe we might have brought
the rebellion to a close more rapidly and not less gloriously.
Many of these policemen endured hardships, and it is no
new thing for them to endure hardships, Their whole lifc,
especially in the winter, iz one of continuous strain, and
there is no soldier’s life as trying as the life of the Mounted
Police, in the winter, upinthe North-West. The Assembly
passed this resolution :

‘* We would beg leave, respectifully, to point out that in great messure
the services of this force were insufficiently appreciated in Oanada, that
the arguments advanced against their receiving such awards are, in our
opinion, to a great extent, fullacious, and that we are confident such s

bestowal will be hailed throughout the North-West as a satisfaction,
and as an act of justice.”’

What they ack for is the same award of scrip as has been
conferred on other corps, but I can tell you that many of
the mounted police have told me they cared very little for
scrip, but that certainly, as they had borne the brunt and
heat of the day as well as others, they would like to have
it; but they should also have a medal. Then comes a reso-
Intion with regard to the main trails. I do not expect to
be able to clear up the mystery of the main trails and to
enlighten Parliament on this recondite subject. The trails
are from Macleod to Calgary, from Calgary to Edmonton
and Athabasca Landiug, from Swift Current to Battleford,
and from Qu'Appelle to Prince Albert. Thesse trails will
require for some time to be kept in good order, and the
Assembly reports:

** The condition of some of these trails at certain geagons of the year
has proved to be dangerous to life and property, and communication
between the different settlements made most difficult and supplies
not only rendered much dearer bat in fact almost impossible to obtain.
Buch a condition of affairs is & most important elemeut in retarding
settlement and the proper development of the Territories, and as the
funds at the disposal of the Territorial Government are insufficient to
make the necessary improvements and we consider the Dominion Gov-
ernment especially interested in those trails, we would therefore urge
that the Dominion Government appropriate & special sum to be expen-
ded on the following trails : From Macleod to Ualgary. From Calgary

to Edmonton and Athabasca Landing. From SBwift Current to Battle-
ford. From Qu'Appelle to Prince Albert.”

Now I come to a great question in the North-West. The
resolution is very long but very important, which the
council has passed, and I will ask the attention of hon.
members while I read. It is as follows :—That it is desir-
able, in the interest of the settlars and of the settlement in
the Territories, that the time of payment for pre-emption in
arrears should be extended five years from the 1st of
January, 1889, without interest, and on ocondition that
homesteaders remain on and continnously cultivate their
homesteads during that period :

“That it would be only just to those who entered the landa in the
Territories, during the operation of the Act permitting second home-
steading, that the right to second homesteading should in all cases
be extended to them, provided they have continuously cultivated their
firat homesteads.

*‘ That in the year 1885 a regulation was in force whereby persons en-
tering for cancelled lands conld secure only eighty acres for a home-

stead, and eighty acres as a pre-emption, and as this regulation was
r, DavIN,

acknowledged to be unwise and unjust by its withdrawal, settlersin
such a disadvantageous position should be allowed the same rights and
privileges a8 other bona fide settlers, by being granted a full quarter
section as & homestead.”’

The Assembly does not seem to be aware that in 1887 the
late Minister of the Interior did away with the eighty acre
homesteads and the eighty acre pre-emptions. What they
do pray for, and what many oontead should be done, is that
those who have got the eighty acres homestead, and the
eighty acres pre-emption, and have paid for the eighty
acres pre-emption, should have the money returned, but
since 1887 there have been no eighty acre pre-emptions or
homesteads, the smallest being 160 acres,

“ That, whereas in the years 1884, 1885 and 1886 persons entering for
lands that had been cancelled, were charged, in addition to an extra fee
for inspection, besides value for improvements that had been made, also
an additional price for pre-emptions, varying from 25 cents to $1 per
acre, which additional price was demanded at the time of making entry ;

¢ and, whereas there was no good reason, in the greater value of
such lande, for the additional charge per acre ;

¢ Therefore, the prices of such pre-emptions should be reduced to the
prices charged for uncancelled lands in the same districts ; and moneys
paid thereon should be applied to the payment of such pre-emptions at
the said reduced price.

‘‘That, whereas it has been proved that, for the success of the settler,
it is necessary for him to engage in both grain and stock raising, and
it has been demonstrated that for this purpose the settler requires not
less than 320 acres of land ;

# And whereas from the fact that many settlers have been unable to
pay for their gre-emptiona, it has been shown that the prices for pre-
emptions have been placed at too high a figure, thus practically deprivin
many homesteaders of the benefit of pre-emptions, which are essentia
for success in mixed farming ;

‘4 That, in cages where pre-emptions have been cancelled during the
past three years, because settlers were unable 1o pay for the same, these
lands should not be held open for homesteading until the whole matter
regarding pre-emptions has been further considered.

¢ Therefore, it 1s advisable that the prices of pre-emptions be reduced
to the following figures, viz. : For lands within twenty miles of an oper-
ated railway, two dollars per acre, and for lands at a greater distance
from an operated railway, one dollar per acre.

¢ That, in the interests of the Territories, specially of the prairie
districts, it is desirable that every possible encouragement should be
given to tree-culture ; :

¢ Therefore, it is desirable that arrangements should be made, whereby
tree planting, with continued and smnccessful cultivation, should be
permitted to stand in the place of grain cultivation, acre for acre, as
fulfilment of homestead duties ;

¢ That, in paying for pre-emption, tree planting be allowed to count
at the rate of five cents for each tree planted by the settlers and found
growing on their homestead or pre-emption for 1wo years next preceding
such payment.

¢ That the present system of having odd-numbered sections withdrawn
for homesteading is pernicious ; that it is an injury to settlers, inasmuch
a8, prevesting close settlement, it throws additional burdens on them
for carrying on schools and for necessary improvements.

‘ Above all, because the settlement of the land is of more value, and
will bring more revenase into the Tressury, than the possible sale of
lands thus withheld from settlement will,and because the throwing open
ot these sections for homesteading would be farther inducement for
emigrants to come 1o these Territories, seeing they would then be able
to enjoy the advantages of close neighborhood to other settlers.

“ That, should it be feund necessary in future to withhold public lands
from homesteading for railway purposes, it would be well to provide
that alternate quarter-sections be granted instead of alternate sections.

‘¢ Therefore, 1t is advisable that arrangements be made, where pos-
sible, to throw open all odd-numbered sections for homesteading, seeing
that this would be in the trus interests of the Territories, and also there-
fore of the Dominion.

¢ That, as the inrge tion of the Dominion lands ig in the Terri-
tories, it is most desirable, in the interest of the settler, the Territories
and the Dominion, that & Dominion Land Board should be established
at some central and convenient point in the Territories.

“‘That His Honor the Lieutenant Governor will be plessed to transmit
a memorial embodying this report to the proper authorities at Ottawa,
t('gr tbel ’considemtion of Hia Excellency the Governor General in

ouncil.”

I have troubled the House with reading this long document
to them, but it is so important, and deals with matters which
are so important for the settlers, that I may be excused.
Remember, it is the voice of an Assembly elected by a suf-
frage practically extending to every man over twenty-one
years of age in the North-West Territories, and, as yon
have really the administration of our affairs in your hands,
it is only right and proper that I should bring the views of
these people before you. One of the main questions dealt



