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 As to the financial aspect the responsibilities about being 
incurred, added to the cost of Intercolonial and the enlargement of 
the canals, a debt of $300,000,000, would be incurred, which at five 
per cent would involve an annual expenditure of $15,000,000. 
Added to this there would be the yearly and ever increasing burden 
of maintaining the railway, all of which would fall on the poor tax 
payers. To use a well known phrase, he would say ‘‘whither are we 
drifting,’’ and the only answer was that bankruptcy and ruin stared 
them in the face, and the credit and good reputation of Canada 
would be a thing of the past. The Minister of Finance had well nigh 
ruined the country before, and he would do so again, if the present 
Ministry retained their seats, and were led on by the Minister of 
Finance. Language failed him to express his detestation of the 
Government that thus prejudiced the good interest of the country, 
and it appeared to him that the prospects of the Confederation were 
being destroyed.  

 Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said the question proposed was the adoption 
of resolutions for the admission of British Columbia into the Union, 
and the objection raised in the amendment was a very narrow one. 
No sufficient reason was given for the postponement proposed, 
which was in effect the adjournment of the whole scheme. He 
referred to the circumstances connected with Confederation, and the 

feelings with which it was regarded at first, and after its 
accomplishment. The experiment was tried, one of its express 
objects being to bring in the British North West Territory, and 
construct a Railroad from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and were they 
now to hesitate, letting I dare not wait upon I would. He argued that 
British Columbia and the North West could not be retained without 
a railway. They had already incurred the greater part of the 
expenditure, independent of British Columbia, and they must 
advance; they could not recede. Without executing the policy these 
Resolutions embodies we should expose ourselves, our present 
constitution and national position. Not to advance was to go back 
the whole distance. He argued that the road could be built to the 
Pacific at a cheaper rate than one to the Rocky Mountains only, and 
possibly for a smaller amount than to this point.  

 Mr. BODWELL rose to speak, but was interrupted by cries of 
‘‘adjourn.’’  

 After a short discussion the debate was adjourned, to be resumed 
tomorrow after recess. 

 The House rose at 12.50 o’clock. 




