
Promote the exchange of knowledge and experiences regarding the combat against 
inappropriate practices in the exploitation of natural resources and unsustainable patterns of 
consumption, including the problems ofwaste management, which increase the vuhierability 
of the people to natural disasters; 

Promote the development of telecommunications for humanitarian assistance; actively 
encourage greater use and interoperabifity oftelecommunications and other technologies and 
information systems that allow the observation and monitoring of different natural 
phenomena; use early warning systems such as remote sensing imagery, Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) based data necessary to address and prevent emergencies; 
promote the compatibility of these systems in the planning and response to emergency 
operations among governments, specialized agencies, relevant international organizations, 
and Non-Governmental Organizations (NG0s), and, in this spirit, consider signing and 
ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may be, the Tampere 
Convention on the Provision of Telecommunication Resources for Disaster Mitigation and 
Relief Operations; 

Establish information networks with the involvement of the Inter-American Committee on 
Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) and other relevant regional and international 
organizations to exchange scientific and technological knowledge and experiences; 
encourage fiirther regional and subregional action to reduce risks and improve response to 
natural disasters; promote joint research and development technologies and contribute to 
strengthen coordination of national prevention and response agencies in natural disasters; to 
achieve this, draw on the work of ECLAC on the improvement, up-dating and 
implementation of its damage assessment methodology and continue to promote natural 
disaster mitigation and risk reduction awareness and preparedness; 

Consider the creation of a hemispheric system for prevention and mitigation of disasters that 
would include, among others, a specialized database containing the best information 
available on the characteristics, experiences, strengths and wealcnesses of national and 
regional agencies responsible for disaster prevention and mitigation and provide a new 
framework for technical cooperation and research aimed at creating a hemispheric culture 
of prevention and solidarity; 

Adopt and support, as appropriate, initiatives aimed at promoting capacity building at all 
levels, such as the transfer and development of technology for prevention — risk reduction, 
awareness, preparedness, mitigation — and resporise to natural and other disasters, as well as 
for the rehabilitation of affected areas; 

Promote mechanisms that incorporate risk management and risk reduction methods in public 
and private development investments; 

Convene within a year a hemispheric meeting on disaster preparedness and mitigation with 
the support of the IACNDR and the participation of a wide range of govenunent entities, 
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