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RAFI has strong research capacity embodied'in its staff, its board of trustees, andi
its network around the world. It responds to several ad hoc requests for information
and analysis from its network every week. It also has a good set of media contacts
and an up-to-date data base on who is covering the issues that concemn them in the
media intemnationally. They produce an on-line newsletter to get ad hoc information
out to their network quickly. Partly because of its size, however, RAFI lacks the
capacity to provide leadership to Canadian NGOs on these issues.

Another NGO with a strong emphasis on food security policy is PARTNERS in Rural
Development (formerly the Canadian Hunger Foundation). Like RAFI, its pollcy work
i& done primarily at the international level. It is one of four members of the NGO
Committee of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD). It is
currently involved in follow-up to the November 1995 Conference for the Eradication
0f Hunger and Poverty, for which PARTNERS was responsible for drafting the Plan
of Action. PARTNERS has produced several policy papers on food seourity and
rural development mhat aire avallable on request. PARTNERS' acknowledges,
however, that its capacity for research into f ood securlty policy issues is quite
limlted, as Is its knowledge of mhe public policy process itself.

OXFAM-Canada has made food securlty one of its three major programming
themes. At present Rit s developing a major campaign on Ten Basic Rights. The right


