
Competing visions 10

that Forestry 18 flot cracking down on domnestlc users, abuses or is zealously enforclng unireasonable

envlronmental restrictions,

The Foresters' Reply

In 1996 we interviewed seventeen foresters, technlclans, and silvculture specialists lni the

Canadian Forestry Service or tie Newfoundland >Forest Service, ail but one of whom has worked on or
suprie the Great Northern Peninsula (forestry management districts 17 and 18). We presented them

wltli the residents' crltlcisms, of forestry management and lnvited their rebuttal.

For their part, provincial foresters are critical of residents' use of the forest. Like the residents,
they varled among themselves i ranking the problems and the intensity of their criticlsm.2 But there
was consensus on this ltst of problems Ii residents'forest use: (1) they log selectlvely ('blghgrade," or
remove the best trees): (2) they log or saw inefflclently, wastlng large tops and slabs, dropplngý
merchantable tinber to rot, and leavlng long stumps during winter cutting; (3) tliey log the wrong
timber,. elther by cutting sawlogs into firewood, cuttlng in the wrong area, or poaing from. company

land; (4) they remove more than their permit allows or than they need, and then let it rot or sell It (a
complaînt. many residernts share, also); and (5) thyremove (and sometimes seli on the black market) so
muach iUmter from Crown land as to be in' competition wlth commercial sawmlller&. T1hese critlclsms

expes férsthat residexnts' use will degrade stand genetics, weaken the local woods industry. and
reduice the annual haresale volume of timber.

Puitting asd the criticisrn of residents' practices, whlch deserve separate treatmnent, we look
[10W at the respoaises wlich foresters give to residents'complaints. These rsoe are given at public
meetns in the local press, in forestry documents created or dlstrIbuted on the peninsula. in
conesto w1th residns and in Interviews wlth us.

Foresters agree that there bas lbeen overcutting. In' the last ten years the AAC bas been set
above th~e maium ustial yleld (MSY) to remove '>overaue and 'bug-killed" thnber from lands
wbicli have recently come wnder Crown control and whoseve on the stump wIll otherwlse drop
qucl from rot. and bodw. The ovrcut lasor-ivd however; the most recent five-year

2 qOn oic o which hr is variation amnixg foresters Isthe concern abo>ut th volume of
Crown lad tiber logged for doxnestlc firewood. Canadian Forestry personnel express greatest

consua n 1.2 m3 per pexrson per ya, nearly sixtie the Canadian average (Trelawynd
f19951)»tI rqetyreakdb eiet and féreters tliat domestlc firewood cuttr

proic. Westr foresters are lese concerned than Eastern ones about clomestlc firewood
demndsbecusewesernsupplies are greater and the pouainsmaller. Foresters oni the

Great Nortkhern Peninsula (except thie St. Antbqzny siub4lstritç) are are .even less cou<cemred, for
the same reason.


